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Raise over $6,000
for philanthropy.
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Maintain a chapter
GPA of 3.6.
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Cultivate a strong

spring 2025 class

with at least eight
new members.
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Celebrating a successful first day of class.

GROWING TOGETHER

Brothers Celebrate Unique Connections

B eta lota is thriving. We ended the
spring semester by initiating five
new members into our brotherhood,
and our chapter GPA increased by
0.18 points over last fall. Going into
summer, we secured an honorable
mention for True Merit at this

year’s National Awards Conference

in Orlando, Florida. It was at this
conference that our chapter leadership
interacted with some amazing alumni,
including John Robertson ’63 and
Will Mizell °84, who now serve on the
ATQ Foundation Board.

Our brothers were everywhere this
summer! Whether it was interning

at Meta in California or Citadel in
New York, studying abroad in Metz
or Shanghai, or just taking classes in
Atlanta, we carried a global presence.
This diverse experience helped us
sell our chapter during recruitment
and bring in 20 new members.

This is the largest number that has
been seen in the past five years and
brings much-needed life back to the
fraternity. The men are now learning
the essentials of ATC2 and what those
letters symbolize. They’ve designed
their own fundraisers with the support

of Philanthropy Chairman Mark
Shirah °23, and so far, they are on
pace to raise over $2,000 from these
events.

Outside of ATS2, our brothers have
been putting in work around campus.
Our stats from this semester don’t
lie: we now see our average brother
as a member of 2.1 on-campus
groups. This ranges from Chess

Club membership to leadership in
the Robojackets Club. These clubs
have sparked new interests within
our chapter, and after strong requests,
we finally purchased a 3D printer
for our study room. The device

has already been used for plenty of
personal projects from catapults to
transmission systems.

The chapter is in a much better
position than it was a year ago, and I
am so thankful for that. I hope to see
this trend continue through the end of
the year, but for now we’ll take it day
by day, always trying to be 1% better.

Love and Respect,
Colin Fravel ’23
Worthy Master

Brad Jones ’22 hoisted in celebration
of a Georgia Tech touchdown.
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Tailgating before a Georgia Tech win.
From left: Mike Shapiro "23, Colin
Fravel ’23, Naveen Gulati ’23, and

Rohin Dasgupta ’23.



W

The Glazebrook Gazette

RAISING

THE ROOF

Beta lota
Surges Forward

olks, it’s a great time to be a Yellow

Jacket fan and an even better time to be
part of Beta Iota. As I write this, Georgia
Tech football is undefeated at 5-0, and the
chapter is riding high with a strong start to
the year.

Let’s start with some well-earned recognition:
Beta Iota was named True Merit Runner-

Up at this year’s ATQ2 Congress. That’s no
small feat, and it speaks volumes about the
leadership and commitment of our active
brothers. Recruitment was another big win.
The chapter welcomed 20 new members, one
of the strongest classes in recent memory.

We also hosted our annual Beta Iota Alumni
Golf Tournament (the “ATOpen”) at Stone
Mountain Golf Club on September 28. Nearly
40 undergraduates and alumni came out for

a great day on the course. The turnout was
nearly identical to last year, and we raised
funds again for the Jakob Martin Memorial
Scholarship. Thanks to everyone who made
it out, and congratulations to the winning
group: Sam Bowie ’17, Holt Leach ’19, and
Taylor Leach °23. (Shoutout to Carter Hale
’20, who won Longest Drive.)

The chapter house renovation is nearly
complete with just a new roof remaining,
and it looks fantastic. Hopefully, those of
you who joined us for Homecoming loved
what you saw! We’ve chosen to dedicate the
renovation to the memory of Walt Ehmer

’84, whose legacy continues to inspire us.

A plaque in the Chapter Room honors his
lifetime of service to Georgia Tech and Alpha
Tau Omega.

Beta Iota is building real momentum. Between
national recognition, strong recruitment, and
meaningful alumni engagement, we’re in a
great place. If you’re interested in joining the
Board of Trustees or just want to get more
involved, reach out anytime.

Until next time,
Andrew Jacon ’15
bot.gtato@ gmail.com

Welcome, 2025 New Members

Eshaan Bhansali | Parsippany, N.J.

Andrew Box | Milton, Ga.

Teddy Donosky | Evans, Ga.
Joshua Freeman | Houston, Texas

Aaron PritzKker | Pooler, Ga.
Dylan Reiser | Sandy Springs, Ga.

Wil Harrick | Charlotte, N.C.
Steven Hermann | Harleysville, Pa.
Elijah Howerton | Saint Simons Island, Ga.
Byron Pederson | Savannah, Ga.
Hayden Post | Evans, Ga.

Johnny Seale | Raleigh, N.C.
Vincent Suddath | Smyrna, Ga.
Trey Walbridge | [Town, State]

Jules Zirnheld | Peachtree City, Ga.

Coen Buice | Powder Springs, Ga.
Joseph Campanella | Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Kevin Carriger | Canton, Ga.
Tristan Clark | Gibson, Ga.

Luca Desrosiers | Brunswick, Ga.

Hear from Our New Members

“Nowhere else
seemed to have as
strong and as
genuine of a
brotherhood.”
—Aaron Pritzker °25

“AT 2 showed unmatched dedication
to their values. Every brother I’ve
met is not only passionate about the
[fraternity, but also about sharing their
passion with new members.”
—Byron Pederson 25

“The brothers were welcoming and down-to-earth.
When I was rushing, they were one of the only places
that seemed genuine in how they portrayed their
brotherhood. Every conversation made it seem like 1
could connect with everyone in the fraternity.”
—Joseph Campanella ’25



SEEING A NEED AND
TRANSFORMING A PRODUCT

Lee Hanson '80 Shares His Businesses’ Achievements

oving to Atlanta

from small-
town Rome was a
large change for Lee
Hanson ’80, and it
helped to have a few
familiar faces, as a
few men from his high
school went through
recruitment at the same
time. ATQ immediately felt like a good fit.

“The more I got to know everyone, the more
confidence I had in my decision to join. ATQs
were respected on campus. They knew how

to have fun, but they were also serious about
school and their future.”

In Beta Iota, Lee gained a network of brothers
he could rely on. He received valuable insight
about chemical engineering from brothers

like Harry Colley 80 and Steve Weinle *80,
learned how to lead and motivate others through
positions such as pledge master, and acquired
early business experience when he bought

and managed the fraternity vending machines.
These all gave him the foundation to build a
company at 34, when he already had five young
children.

“It was tough proving to the world that we
could solve their problems from a small
company perspective. I’'m so glad I made that
leap and had my wife, Erin’s, support.”

Lee is CEO of The Hanson Group and Catalyst
Technologies and is the co-founder of Guardian
Sports.

“At The Hanson Group, I'm grateful we’re
now considered urethane experts and have
corporations like BASF, 3M, and Sherwin-
Williams come to us for solutions that are so
varied. We’ve created systems that go on the
Atlas V rocket boosters, and we make the
covers for the Vice, Wilson, and MAXFLI
golf balls. It’s fun to get to work on so many
different applications.”

“Guardian was a company that Erin and I
formed out of a calling to serve athletes,” Lee
shared. Information was starting to come out
in 2010 about the long-term repercussions of
contact sports, right when our son decided to

play football. We felt like someone had to do
something about the lack of innovation with
helmets, and eventually we realized that we
were going to have to be that someone.”

Their flagship product, the Guardian Cap,
retrofits all existing helmets to reduce the
accumulation of impacts that players receive
over the course of their careers. “We went
from being laughed out of every room to being
mandated by the NFL in 2022. In 2023, the
mandate was expanded to all players, except
quarterbacks and kickers, for all contact
practices. After the NFL revealed a more than
53% reduction in concussions, they decided to
also allow Caps in games.”

Since this success, Guardian also formulated
the PEARL lacrosse ball, which doesn’t grease
or get harder over time, and is now the official
ball of NCAA tournaments, the MCLA, and
the PLL. “We also have a LOOP headband for
flag football and an engineered, bio-based, turf
infill, Guardian Infill, that keeps fields up to 28
degrees cooler.”

Catalyst was formed to revolutionize the
disposable glove market with a polyurethane
glove that feels like skin with no irritations and
better properties.

Lee met Erin at an intramural softball game.
“She was cold, so I gave her my sweatpants,
and we talked and laughed the rest of the day. It
was a pivotal moment in my life and would not
have happened had I not been on the field that
day.”

Family is their number one priority. Four of
their children graduated from Georgia Tech and
one graduated from Georgia State. They all live
within two miles of Lee and Erin, so they get
to see them and their ten grandchildren almost
daily. “Three of our children, two sons-in-law,
and Erin’s three sisters work with us, which
makes for a really fun workday.”

Lee enjoys playing most racquet sports, hiking,
mowing grass, and cutting down trees. He loves
to golf with friends and looks forward to Beta
ITota’s annual golf outing.

You can connect with Lee at lhanson@
hansonco.net.

“We went from being laughed out of every

room to being mandated by the NFL in 2022."

Charlie Mauze 68 is a Division II
football coach at Barton College in
Wilson, N.C. Specifically, he coaches
the specialists: kickers, punters,

long snappers, and holders. Email:
charlie.mauze@gmail.com

Chuck Carter 71 is the author of
The Half-Life of Carson Hood, which
won the best novel/fiction grand prize
in a seven-state literary competition.
He lives in Saint Simons Island, Ga.
Email: chuckcarter74@gmail.com

JD Alexander ’78 has three grandchildren

and a fourth on the way. He lives in Lake
Wales, Fla. Email: jd@jdalexander.com

The Kind of Man
You'd Stand Beside

Think of the men you'd trust
in your corner—the ones who...

</ sHOw upP
«/ LEAD BY EXAMPLE
« MAKE OTHERS BETTER

That's the kind of man we're
looking for to join Beta Iota.

If you know a young man who fits that
description, we want to meet him!
Please send his info to Kian Chakamian ’23
at rush.gtato@gmail.com so we can get
in touch and show him what our
brotherhood is all about.



Your Alumni
Dues Make This
Newsletter Possible!
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Have You Given for 2025? Beta lota Chapter PRRTSTD
of Alpha Tau Omega .
There are lots of ways to support at Georgia Tech el

Beta Iota, but the simplest and most
direct way is through your financial
support. Please send in your 2025
dues payment today!

P.O. Box 442100
Lawrence, KS 66044-2100

Address Service Requested

How to give:
1. Donate online at
gtatoalum.org/donate.

2.Send a check to: Alpha Tau
Omega, Georgia Tech

Payment Processing
P.O.Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187

THANK YOU, LOYAL DONORS

e are sincerely grateful to the following alumni who have helped us raise over $10,000 in 2025 (as of October 14, 2025).

Communications like these would not be possible without your support.

Anonymous

Anonymous

John S. Thibadeau Sr. *46
Ryan B. Ellis ’52

Robert H. Stickley ’53
Joseph E. Brown ’55

R. Eugene Brown °55
John M. Goodloe ’55
Ken Harmon Jr. 56

John R. Howard Jr. ’56
Stephen M. Worsham ’56
John R. Thomas ’57
John W. Andrews ’58
Garland Wilson 59
Ronald D. Stallings ’62
John Robertson *63
Robert V. Phillips Sr. ’64
Leslie W. Rue "64

John R. Herrig ’65

Patrick C. Glisson ’66
Richard C. Pacetti 66
Hugh L. Rice III 66
Douglas E. Wren ’67
Richard O. Brinkman ’68
Frederick J. Crowe ’68
Lowell D. Kirkman 68
James M. Thibadeau *68
Bobby F. Mayson *69
Joseph G. Francis Jr. 70
Jack Helinger 70
Thomas M. Thibadeau *70
Alfred A. Watters 111 *70
Mickey G. Smith III °72
John M. McGhee 74
Stephen K. Necessary "75
Thomas A. Cobb 76
Paul G. Hinman 76

Donald R Thacker Jr. ’76
Neely F. Dixon III *79
William E. Kahn *81
Blake D. Moret ’81
James F. Butterworth 83
Richard C. Peebles Jr. ’83
Stephen K. Weltlich *83
Will Mizell ’84
Gregory E. Rollings ’84
Darrell J. Fowler ’86

In memory of

Robert F. Fowler Jr.’51
William D. Leach 87
Keith R. Townsend ’88
James A. Warren III 90
Blake A. Hewitt "98
Keith T. Bahun 03
Spencer R. Wyckoft "06

Benjamin Mertz *12
Matthew Berens *13
Andrew J. Jacon ’15

Max Liguori "15

Ryan J. Foster "16
Clayton R. Parnell Jr. ’16
Sam Bowie *17

Holt Leach ’19

Tate Andrew Niekamp °19
Connor James Reitz ’19
Carter Hale 20

Jacob Peterson *20
Jonathan P. Schlumberger *20
Riley Woods 20

Matthew Avella *21

Josh Cills "21

Max Spence *21

Braydon Reiboldt "22




