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UPCOMING EVENTS

GT vs UVA

November 19
Come by for a tailgate on the
new alumni patio!
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JOIN THE B.O.T.

The Board of Trustees is recruit-
ing for the 2017 calendar year
and needs volunteers who
want to influence the next
generation of Taus. If you're
interested in joining contact us
at contact@gtatoalumni.org.

ON THE WEB

Stay In the Know

Beta lota is working hard to
keep our alumni brothers con-
nected by sharing important
updates about the chapter,
upcoming events and updates
about what our brothers have
been up to. You should also be
receiving monthly e-newslet-
ters. If you are not, please email
us at contact@gtatoalumni.org
and we will add you to the mail-
ing list.

*Your information will never be
traded or sold

BI‘ _:‘:..".‘

f 4-

)J-v

THE GLAZEBRnK
GAZETTE as

ATO o Georgla Tech « November 2016 e ,
ww atogatech. org St ¥

4
W

ALUMNI NETWORKING

Taus Spend Summer Interning with Alum in the Philippines
By Harry Liu

Over the summer

of 2016, three Taus
had the incredible
opportunity to intern
in Cebu, Philippines
with Brother Bill
Mallory (IM ’66)
and his companies
PEBA Trading &
Manufacturing Corp.
and PEBA Tandem
Inc. Bill, born in
Alabama, attended
Georgia Tech on a varsity tennis scholarship
in the early 60’s and pledged ATO in 1961.
He started his business in Cebu in the early
80’s and has been living there for 20 years.
All three interns are second years attending
Georgia Tech and were members of the Fall
2015 pledge class. Harry Liu is studying
Mechanical Engineering and is the Volunteer
Chair for the ME Honor Society at Georgia
Tech; Ryan Bonk is studying Chemical and
Biomolecular Engineering and is a volunteer
EMT and Eagle Scout; Ethan Beck is
studying Mechanical Engineering and is the
Athletic Chair for the Beta Iota chapter.

Phi

Mr. Mallory first reached out to the Georgia
Tech chapter in the spring of 2016 about
the opportunity, wanting to give back to the
fraternity that gave him lifelong friends and
some of his best moments in college. It was
his desire to share the business knowledge and
manufacturing experience he acquired over
the years with some of the younger generation
of Taus. After an interview process, the three
actives were flown out to Cebu to witness the
entire process of manufacturing from start
to end, as well as attempt to find solutions
to various problems that arise in the supply
chain.

PEBA is one of the largest exporters in
Cebu and employs either directly or indirectly
up to 4,000 people during peak season. The
company manufactures garden products, pots,
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ATOs in the Philippines (L-R) Ethan Beck, Harry Liu,
Ryan Bonk and Bill Mallory

urns, fountains and
furniture, and ships
them to retailers

in the U.S.A,,
including Home
Depot, Sam’s Club,
Frontgate, Horchow
and Grandin Road.

One of its most

noteworthy attributes
is that it is run as a
mission, meaning that
spreading Christian
principles and improving the lives of the
Filipino people is valued as high as profit.

The interns witnessed firsthand how business
as a mission can be so successful and sensed
that the employees were treated as family.

The company goes out of its way to offer
affordable health insurance to its employees
and goes as far as paying for the education of
its employees’ children. These acts of kindness
provide the company a valuable resource

that money cannot buy— the loyalty of its
employees. The children whose education was
paid for by the company often grow up to
work for the company alongside their family,
an opportunity that would likely otherwise not
be available to them.

Apart from work, the interns were able to
experience the fantastic cuisine that is the
result of a blend of Southeast Asian, Spanish
and American cultures. They stayed in the
home of Bill and Page Mallory and were
treated like family. On weekends, they took
the time to sightsee around multiple islands
and take in the beautiful scenery that this
tropical paradise had to offer. Ryan, Ethan
and Harry all had an amazing time during this
internship and are extremely grateful for this
opportunity provided to them by an alumnus.

If your business is in need of interns, as
Brother Mallory’s was, please contact the
Board of Trustees to discuss opportunities at
contact@gtatoalumni.org.



CHAPTER UPDATE

Top Leadership Fraternity on Campus and Top Ten in Dean Dull Award Standings
By Jonathan Wampler

Logan Dorson of Newnan, GA received

a BS in Business Administration with a
concentration in Information Technology,
a certificate in finance and a minor in film.

the Alumni Board of Trustees to raise funds
for CURE Childhood Cancer. This included
collecting nearly $2,000 in spare change
during the Coins 4 CURE event prior to the
football game against Miami on October 1,
as well as raising another $1,000 during the
Battle of the Bands event on October 14.

The chapter started by receiving a 2015-16
True Merit Honorable Mention at the ATO
Congress in August as one of the top chapters
in the country. Georgia Tech recognized Beta

Steven Fullerton of Alpharetta received a BS
in Materials Science and Engineering and is
currently working for a product design startup
in Atlanta.

lota as the top leadership fraternity on campus
and a top ten fraternity in the Dean Dull
Award standings.

In October ,the chapter partnered with Two brothers graduated in the summer.

Meet the Pledges

Read Baca, Roswell, GA,
Acrospace Engineering

Read Baca graduated from The
Walker School. He played club
soccer for NASA and football for
his school.

Andres Bonno, Alpharetta, GA,
Chemical Engineering

Andres graduated from
Alpharetta HS. He played varsity
lacrosse and varsity hockey, and
was also the Editor-in-chief for
the school newspaper.

Jung Min “Ethan” Cha

Seoul, South Korea, Industrial
Engineering

Ethan was born in Madrid, Spain
and graduated from Yongsan
International School of Seoul.
He served in the South Korean
Military as a translator at the
DMZ and was discharged as a
Sergeant.

Mike Eberle, Peachtree City,
GA, Mechanical Engineering
Mike graduated from McIntosh
HS where he played varsity
baseball for two years and
wrestled for one.

Patrick Feininger, Roswell, GA,
Chemical Engineering

Patrick graduated from

Lassiter HS where he was the
Valedictorian and the captain of
the tennis team.

Ryan Foster, North Potomac,
MD, Civil Engineering

Ryan graduated from Wooton
HS. He was on the varsity swim

team for four years,
varsity track for 10
and 11* grade, and
varsity cross country
from 10" grade to 12
grade.

Ryan Grigsby,
Woodstock, GA,
Mechanical Engineering
Ryan graduated from
Etowah HS, where he
played for the varsity
basketball team for four years
and was second team all-region
6A, as well as the football team
for two years. Ryan is certified in
Advanced Scuba and has dived
in Hawaii, Florida, the Bahamas,
and the Grand Cayman Islands.

Snehil Mahajan, Trumbull, CT,
Aecrospace Engineering

Snehil graduated from Trumbull
HS where he played varsity
football for four years and ran
varisty track for two years.
During his Junior and Senior
years, Snehil was also in Student
Government Association.

Matthew Metzger, Auckland,
New Zealand, Mechanical
Engineering

Matthew graduated from
Auckland Grammar School and
was elected a school prefect. In
High School he played tennis
where he was runner-up in the
national championships for
tennis during his senior year. He
also played soccer where he was
the runner up at the national
soccer championships.

Eduardo Nava, Chevy Chase,
MD, Biomedical Engineering
Ed graduated from Bethesda-
Chevy Chase HS where he
played defense in soccer for the
BCC and NCSL leagues. He
also swam for three years and
played rec basketball. Ed is fluent
in English and Spanish and can
speak at a conversational level in
French and Portuguese.

Clayton Parnell, Charlotte, NC,
Computer Science

Clayton graduated from
Charlotte Latin HS where his
major extra-curriculars included
wrestling, Cyber Patriots, and the
Junior Classical League.

Garrett Prellberg, Peachtree
City, GA, Business

Garrett graduated from Starr’s
Mill HS where he ran varsity
track for three years. He was also
the Vice President of Key Club
and the editor for the Senior
Section in the yearbook.

Timothy Proctor, Haddonfield,
NJ, Computer Science

Tim graduated from Memorial
HS he was the captain of the
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varsity swim team.
He was also the
president of the East
Asia Club and spent

a month in Japan.

Jack Rager,
Alpharetta,

GA, Industrial
Engineering

Jack graduated from
Alpharetta HS where
he ran cross country
for three years and captain for
two years. He also participated
in Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA) where he was
a competitor and winner at the
state level.

Srikar Thammishetti,
Alpharetta, GA, Industrial
Engineering

Srikar graduated from
Alpharetta HS. He played
tennis for three years on a

club team and competed with
USTA. Additionally, Srikar
held leadership positions and
competed nationally in Future
Business Leaders of America
(FBLA) and National Beta Club.
He started his own social media
marketing business focusing on
Twitter.

Tyler Wills, Jacksonville, FL,
Mechanical Engineering

Tyler graduated from Creckside
HS where he played varsity
baseball for four years and varsity
football for two years. Tyler also
volunteered for disabled kids to
help them play baseball over the

summer.”
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ALUMNUS INTERVIEW

A Warrior in the Face of Adversity
An interview of Spencer Wyckoff (MGT '10)

After getting out of Georgia Tech in 2010,
Brother Spencer Wyckoff (MGT ’10) spent
much of his time trying to find a career

path that matched his passions. Through his
journey he found a love for fitness that would
ultimately provide a stage to raise awareness for
a condition that affects his family every day.

Facioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy,
or FSHD, is a genetic disorder that causes
weakening of the skeletal muscles. It typically
begins in early adolescence with the loss of
muscle strength in the face, shoulders, upper
arms, legs or core. This was the case for
Spencers sister Carden, who was diagnosed
while in elementary school.

In 2015, Spencer competed in a Spartan
Race with his two sisters, carrying Carden
on his back through a grueling five-mile,
20-obstacle course that included three-story
mud mountains and ice-cold water pits. The
race would kick off a campaign that uses fitness
platforms to raise awareness for FSHD, while
also bringing hope to those with debilitating
diseases that wish to achieve more.

This year, Spencer brought his awareness
campaign to Season Eight of the sports
entertainment show American Ninja Warrior
where he was a featured competitor. He spoke
with me about his experience on the show, his
time as an ATO at Georgia Tech, and what his
plans are for the future.

What have you been doing since your days
at ATO?

My career has definitely been pretty crazy

since ATO. I'm on my fifth or sixth job now
since being out of school. My first job out was
working with my pledge brother Jari Becker’s
(BA’13) dad and his home automation business
where I was for a year and a half installing and
programming controlled lighting, controlled
television, and controlled speaker systems. Next,
I got involved with CrossFit, first as a hobby,
but an opportunity to learn how to be a coach
came up, so I took it. I worked in a variety of
back office roles at a gym for two years.

One day CrossFit HQ came to town and we
had a big event called the CrossFit Open that
streamed to hundreds of thousands of people
live. I met a guy there starting a company who
asked me if I wanted to travel the country and
setup local area networks at different venues
across the country to stream events, so I just
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by Chris Johnson

Spencer and his sister Carden

said yes without knowing where it was going

to lead. I toured the country for 8 months,
pushing content out via NBC and NBC
Sports; it was a good time. However, as is the
nature with startups that only have so much
funding, I was let go in 2014 and found myself
unemployed not knowing what I wanted to

do next without a functional skillset for office
work.

That's when I made the decision to do a
programming boot camp called The Iron Yard;
I went from zero coding knowledge to being an
entry-level, front end developer learning how to
build web applications in a matter of months.
That was definitely the best career decision I've
made by far. It led to the position I hold now at
The Home Depot where I am an IT Developer
in their payments transactions division building
applications that take $80B-$90B dollars in

payments per year.

Tell us about your initiative, PiggyBack
Spartans.

That is the result of two things. One was
listening to a podcast about a guy named “Tony
the Fridge” out of the UK who is known for
doing ultra-marathons with a 90-pound fridge
on his back to raise money for cancer. I thought
that was a really cool way to promote awareness
and it inspired me. Part two is I shared that
story with my sister, Carden, who has Muscular
Dystrophy, and I said it would be funny if we
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had her ride piggyback and raise awareness.
She suggested we do that with a Spartan Race
because she always wanted to a mud run, and
that was it.

It was a vehicle for us to take a stand and
raise awareness for the muscular dystrophy that
she has, which is FSHD (Facioscapulohumeral).
It’s a way for her to experience things she
otherwise wouldn’t experience, and its a
spectacle that is inspiring for people to see
us accomplish together. My youngest sister,
Virginia, has also played a part in the races
competing with us and she has been very
helpful. We've done two races so far, and are
trying to do one a year, but it’s a pretty grueling
thing.

Tell us more about Carden and your
motivation to raise awareness for her
condition

I'm the oldest of three, and I'm the protective
older brother. [Carden] was diagnosed at
around nine years old. She played soccer and
basketball growing up and did just fine, bug, for
whatever reason couldn’t do a sit-up or a pull-
up during fitness tests.

As an individual, [she] is a strong-willed,
hardheaded doer. She gets [stuff] done. She
doesn’t have patience for excuses; she’s got a
lot of internal strength because of the things
she’s had to face and conquer. She’s a definite
inspiration to me, and a lot of our family. She’s
a natural born leader.

This June you were on the TV show American
Ninja Warrior. What made you decide that
was your next goal?

It definitely was not a goal; it was a litle bit of
divine intervention. American Ninja Warrior
decided this year they were going to host

their regional qualifying rounds in Atlanta for
the first time ever. Their casting people left a
message on our CrossFit gym’s voicemail, and
the owner forwarded it to me encouraging me
to apply. I laughed it off and spent two months
not worrying about it.

Then one day I had a slow day at work and
decided I should do it. I started filling out
the applications and when I got to the very
end I realized I need a three-minute video
documenting why I want to be on the show. So
I decided I could either do a selfie video with
my iPhone that looks bad in post-production,
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ALUMNUS IN THE NEWS

Bruce McEver Wins Bronze Medal from Religious Freedom and Business Foundation

H. Bruce McEver (ISyE ’66) — Bruce McEver was among
seven business men and women from around the world
honored for their work in interfaith relations in Rio de Janeiro
prior to the Opening Ceremonies of the Paralympic Games.
All of the leaders were recognized for using their businesses to

bridge cultural and religious divides.

The awards were presented by the Religious Freedom and
Business Foundation, a U.S.-based nonprofit, in collaboration
with the United Nations Global Compact’s Business for
Peace Initiative. The panel that decided on winners for the
awards included a small group of high-level experts, including from
the United Nations: H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, UN High
Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations; from the religious
freedom community: Dr. Katrina Lantos Swett, President of the Lantos

Bruce McEver

" Foundation for Human Rights and Justice, and a former

head of the US Commission on International Religious
Freedom; and from the business and peace community: Per

L. Saxegaard, Business CEO, and Founder and Executive
Chairman of the Business for Peace Foundation, Oslo, Norway.

Bruce is the co-founder and chairman of Berkshire Capital
Securities LLC, and was the winner of a Bronze medal.
He and the late Prof. Ron Thiemann of Harvard Divinity
School created The Foundation for Religious Literacy. The
foundation promotes religious understanding by bringing
together business professionals along with outstanding academics and
practitioners. The foundation also supported pioneering interfaith
collaborations between Georgia Tech and Emory University and Harvard
and Boston Universities.

ALUMNUS INTERVIEW

— continued from page 3

or I could pay a guy to make it look good,

so I paid a guy who does that professionally.
He knocked the video out of the park. When
they received that submission video they knew
it would be a story to build the show around
because of the stellar job that guy did. So, it
was never really a goal, it was just a series of
events that occurred leading to the day I got a
call back telling me I was on the show. That call
was 21 days before filming, so it all happened
pretty fast.

Tell us about the hashtag #FSHDNinja and
the awareness you were trying to raise on the
show?

The show was definitely about Carden and her
struggle, as well as the close family relationship

we have. The hashtag, the t-shirts, the
4

GoFundMe page were all created to continue
the conversation and raise awareness for this
particular version of Muscular Dystrophy. We
wanted to raise awareness and funds particularly
for research in her area, so that was the vehicle
for the hashtag. All of the money we raised was
for that cause.

Would you attempt this again?

Oh yeah. Even if they aren’t back in Adanta, I'll
travel to do it. T think we have a great shot at

a redemption round opportunity. We actually
have an upcoming event planned that will be

great for TV.

That’s great; can you tell us about what's
next?

It’s a nine-day Appalachian Trail hike that starts
[on October 22], and we're going to take on the
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entire 79-mile section of the trail in Georga.
We're pairing with a company called Vestigo
that hooked us up with free gear. We're going to
have an RV follow us with food, camp outside
and just do the thing,

In the past the [Piggyback Challenges] have
been bareback; that puts a lot of weight on
my shoulders and makes things strenuous for
Carden to hold on. A guy in Arizona created a
child piggyback carrier, and he has graciously
been working with us to “adultify” it. Hopefully
that will be the new way we carry her that will
take the load off the upper back and shoulders.
The goal is to do more of these challenges, one
a year, where we go somewhere and take on one

big challenge.

For more information you can go to
PiggyBackAdventures.com.
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