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UPCOMING EVENT
Homecoming Weekend

October 23-24, 2015
GT vs. FSU Seminoles

Friday, 8:30 p.m.:  Young alumni night 
out at Fado Buckhead.

Saturday:  Come by the house for catered 
food, live music, lawn games and a third-

party cash bar.

UGA Game
Saturday, November 28, 2015

GT vs. UGA Bulldogs

Come by the house for lawn games and a 
third-party cash bar. More details to follow.

Atlanta Alumni Event
Spring ’16, Date TBA

Watch for future emails on a night out with 
Beta Iota in the Atlanta area next spring.

HOUSE UPDATE

One of the main questions I get from our donors 
is, “What does the money I donate go toward?” 
While many of the funds our alumni board raises 
are put towards less noticeable items — tutors, 
scholarships, newsletters 
and a sprinkler system 
— it seems to have been 
years since a BIG project 
graced the hallowed halls 
of Alpha Tau Omega … 
until now.
 Two years ago, our 
housing corporation 
sold the property at 205 
4th St. to Richmond 
Property Group (RPG), a 
wholly owned nonprofit 
subsidiary of ATO 
National, with the 
understanding that RPG 
would improve the house 
in ways we could not. 
In that time, they have 
invested over $100,000 of capital campaign 
funds in new doors, window treatments, 

refinished floors, hardwood floors, HVAC 
maintenance, new kitchen equipment, hallway 
lighting and bathroom upgrades. Now comes 
a project that offers a makeover for the entire 

front yard — a new hardscape paver patio and 
entryway.
 The patio, to be named the Founders 
Garden, is set to be under construction this 
fall and should be completed by the end of 
the year. This new addition will put to use an 
area of the yard that is underutilized as well 
as provide better curb-appeal than the current 
setup. The patio will wrap around the oak and 
holly trees in the side yard and feature a built-in 
commercial grill, cooking island and benches.
 The front entrance to the house will also 
receive an upgrade. The concrete patio near the 
ATO brick letters will be extended farther into 
the yard, and new brick planters and a seating 
wall will be added.
 We hope that all of our alumni get a chance 
to come by and visit the new patio when it is 
completed. This project will provide a brand 
new area for tailgating at football games, as well 
as a much-needed upgrade to the house exterior.

Front Yard Makeover + New Patio = Fun for ALL Brothers!
By Chris Johnson ’08

During the tailgate of the Georgia Tech 
vs. Tulane football game on September 
12, alumni, brothers, pledges, family and 
friends joined together to support National 
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month by 
putting on a coin drive. In a four-hour 
period, the house was decked with gold, 
the official color of the campaign, and 
hundreds of people 
came by to grab a 
pin or sticker to 
show their support.
 Through the 
leadership of 
Philanthropy Chair 

Sam Reller, we were able to raise over 
$1,230 in spare change for the Melissa 
Strong Fund at CURE Childhood Cancer.
 Earlier this year in March, ATO held 
an event in which more than 230 people 
swabbed their cheeks to join the National 
Marrow Donor Program registry and 
contributed over $2,000 for the Be the 

Match Foundation. 
These events show 
the dedication that 
our brothers and 
alumni have towards 
helping find a cure for 
childhood cancer.

Brothers and Alumni Pair Together for CURE
By Chris Johnson ’08

Plans for the front yard from Integrated Land Design.
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ATO MILESTONES

The 150th year of Alpha Tau Omega was 
celebrated during a special ATO Congress event 
this past August in downtown Indianapolis. 
Over 650 Taus from around the country 
gathered to partake in festivities, including an 
alumni golf tournament, the Eighteen-Sixty 
5k race and dinner at the Indianapolis Zoo as 
well as the annual awards presentation at the 
celebration banquet. 
 Highlights from the weekend included guest 
speaker Eric Maddox (Oklahoma ’91) telling 
the amazing story of his role as an U.S. Army 
interrogator, which directly led to the capture of 
Saddam Hussein.
 Representatives from Beta Iota included 
alum John Robertson ’66, Worthy Master 
Travis Hanly and Vice President Mark Welle. 
 During the event, our chapter was 
recognized as winners of the Excellence Awards 
in campus involvement, leadership development 

and scholarship. In addition to these awards, 
Brother Steve Alexander received a national 
undergraduate scholarship.
 The top chapter award was given to Iota Phi 
at Belmont University. To find the complete list 
of winners, visit ATO.org.

Includes chart and call-out

ATO Celebrates 150 Years, Awards Our Undergraduates
By Chris Johnson ’08 and Steve Alexander ’13

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President – Travis Hanly
Vice President – Mark Welle

Treasurer – Jake Salesky
Social Chair – Carlos Gonzalez

Secretary – Matt Berens
House Manager – Tim Mettille
Rush Chair – Ryan Dahlhauser

Pledge Trainer – Ben Mertz
Chaplain – Chris Ryan

Philanthropy Chair – Sam Reller
Scholarship Chair – Patrick Pietrzak

Risk Mgmt. – Steven Fullerton
Public Relations – Chris Ford

Alumni Rel. – Steve Alexander
Historian – Tyler Ballew

Tech Chair – Kody Laseter
IFC Rep – Jack Corelli

Yard Mgr. – Michael Rodriguez
Kitchen Mgr. – Naveen Pereira

Athletic Chair – Saul Suarez
Brother at Large – Evan Chininis

ATOs at the 150th Celebration (l-r): Mark Welle, 
John Robertson and Travis Hanly)

CHAPTER REPORT

Well into our fall semester, we are pleased to 
announce the success of our fall recruitment 
season which produced 15 new pledges (to the 
left). We welcome them to ATO at Georgia 
Tech and look forward to hearing more about 
them in the future. In addition to recruitment, 
our undergraduate chapter continues to 
establish itself as a premier fraternity on the 
Tech campus.

Campus Leadership
Our undergrads currently hold at least one 
seat on every IFC committee. Matt Berens 
is the IFC Programming chair, and Jake 
Salesky is the IFC Finance chair. Additionally, 
Evan Chininis is president of the Career Fair 
Committee; Will Thomas is on the Freshman 
Activities Board; and Daley Cass is on the 
Freshman Council. Our brothers also represent 
involvement in Symp Vibes, WREK radio, 
SAA, Habitat for Humanity, HEROs at Tech, 
ROTC and honor societies for nearly every 
major.

Philanthropy
As you read on page 1, an event with Be The 
Match in the spring resulted in more than 230 
people joining the National Marrow Donor 

Program registry and raised over $2,000. In late 
October, the chapter will host its second annual 
Viking Feast, a dinner which raises money to 
benefit a camp for disabled children. This fall, 
the chapter’s pledges will partner with pledges 
from the Lexington Triad, as well as Alpha Phi 
and Phi Mu, to put together a few thousand 
cheek-swabbing kits for Be The Match.

Other
Ben Mertz, Holland Frost and Josh 
Satterfield currently play for the club lacrosse 
team. And congratulations to pledge Nick 
Giammanco who won the GT 3 Day Startup 
competition, a 72-hour, learning-by-doing 
business-themed hackathon.

The State of Our Beta Iota Chapter
NEW MEMBERS

ME Majors

Mick Baker – Atlanta (w/ Physics)
Ethan Beck – Cincinnati, OH
Daley Cass – Savannah, GA
Harry Liu – Alpharetta, GA
Jay Rockholt – Dalton, GA

Jonathan Wampler – 
Evergreen, CO

AE Majors

Jacob Berens – Snellville, GA
Max Liguori – Franklin Square, NY

ChemE Majors

Ryan Bonk – Mountainside, NJ
Evan Williams – Roswell, GA

Other Majors
Nick Giammanco – Clarendon 

Hills, IL (CS)
Erik Happ – Roswell, GA (IE)

Andrew Jacon – Newnan, GA (EE)
Todd Schleicher – Rockville, MD 

(Undecided Eng.)
Will Thomas - Norcross, GA 

(INTA/Econ)

• Active Brothers: 53
• Fall 2015 Pledges: 15 (listed to the left)
• Chapter GPA: 3.14 (with four 4.0 GPAs)
• Ranked in the top 5 of all GT 

fraternities for campus leadership.
• Ranked in the top 10 for intramurals

Our Chapter at a Glance
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Did you know that we’re on Facebook now? “Like” our page at Facebook.com/GTATOAlumni for the latest 
chapter updates, gameday tailgate information and other event announcements!

Reconnect with Steve at Steve.Necessary@cox.com.

ALUMNI LEADERSHIP

In May of 2015, the Beta Iota Board of 
Trustees went through a large makeover, 
introducing new leadership and calling on 
new volunteers to step forward to help lead 
the chapter into the next era. Below is a 
profile of our new board members who chose 
to volunteer their time to guide the chapter 
during its growth stage and reconnect our 
alumni network in new ways. 
	 The board is still actively recruiting 
new members willing to dedicate their time 
towards ensuring the legacy of ATO at 
Georgia Tech lives on. If you are interested 
in joining the BOT, please contact Chris 
Johnson ’08 at 770-653-5136.

CHRIS JOHNSON – Chairman

Atlanta, GA
Managing Director, 
Brightlane Partners LLC
MGT ’08; MBA ’13 
(Georgia State)

Chris on where he is now and how ATO 
contributed to his life:
 “I am currently living and working in Mid-
town where I jointly own a consulting & advi-
sory firm to community banks with my father, 
Steve Johnson IM ’71. The network I created 
through Georgia Tech and ATO constantly 
fuel my businesses growth. I choose to give back 
to ATO through volunteering because I want 
to help the chapter reach new heights and see 
that our alumni continue to extract value from 
their lifelong relationship with the fraternity.”

WILL MIZELL – Treasurer

Tucker, GA
Vice President, 
Waffle House, Inc. 
MGT ’87; MBA 
’89 (Georgia State)

Will on where he is now and how ATO 
contributed to his life:
“My wife and I are recent ‘empty nesters’ as 
Bill (21) and Elizabeth (18) are both cur-

rently matriculating at the Georgia Institute 
of Technology. ATO helped shape my future 
in terms of family (where I met my wife) and 
work (John Robertson recruited me to Waffle 
House 27 years ago and I am still there with 
several other ATO Alums). I have acted as 
treasurer since 1992 and it’s my way of giving 
back to an organization that truly impacted 
my life significantly in a positive way.”

BRIAN “FLUFF” HOWELL – Member 
Education

Atlanta, GA
Vice President, Stream 
Realty Partners 
MGT ’08

Brian on where he is now and how ATO 
contributed to his life:
 “I love living in Atlanta and reside in the 
Virginia-Highland. My favorite memories 
of ATO were game days and going down to 
Panama City for House Party. I also miss the 
day-to-day craziness of the house; from Derek’s 
ridiculous science experiments to the absurd 
banter wars over the listserv. ATO was a huge 
part of my personal and professional develop-
ment, and I’m excited to continue to give back 
through my involvement on the BOT.”

J.T. SHELLNUTT – Events

Atlanta, GA
Process Engineer, Herman 
Miller
ME ’13

J.T. on where he is now and how ATO 
contributed to his life:
 “I am finishing my second year at Herman 
Miller, planning to pursue an MBA in the 
near future, and still waiting for an Atlanta 
sports championship. After pledging the Beta 
Iota chapter of Alpha Tau Omega in the fall of 
2009, I went on to serve as Campus Activities 
Chair, House Manager, and Vice President. 
My four years at ATO, three spent residing 

in the house, left me with countless memories 
and lifelong friends. I’ve recently joined the 
Board of Trustees as an events coordinator to 
help connect our alumni to the undergraduate 
brothers of Beta Iota.”

MARK ORESZKO – Member

Alpharetta, GA
Principal, Systems 
Evolution Inc.
MGT ’89 

Mark on where he is now and how ATO 
contributed to his life:
“I currently reside in Alpharetta with my wife 
Susanne and our sons Zach (17) and Sam 
(14). I look back very fondly on my time at 
Georgia Tech and ATO. I was exception-
ally fortunate to be a part of a special group 
of guys. I made lifelong friends with whom I 
still trade Christmas cards, share meals and 
attend the occasional GT sporting event. ATO 
helped shape me during some formative years.  
It made me a more complete, well-rounded 
individual and I hope to share my experiences 
and help serve the young men there today.”

TRAVIS HANLY – Worthy Master

Peachtree City, GA
Student
IE ’16; CS ’16

Travis on his experience as an active and 
on working with the alumni board:
“My time at ATO thus far has given me some 
of the most fun and rewarding experiences of 
my life. I’m looking forward to my final year 
as an active, but I’m also excited to apply 
what I’ve learned at ATO throughout my 
professional career. All of the actives greatly 
appreciate the recent alumni involvement, and 
we’re working hard to continue expanding our 
alumni relations programs.”

Say Hello to Your New Board Members

3The Glazebook Gazette www.atogatech.org



4 October 2015www.atogatech.org

Right now our chapter is in a growth phase as it seeks to rebuild into the #1 organization to join on campus. This cannot happen without the 
generous gifts we receive from alumni each year. For those unfamiliar, the Annual Fund is what our Board of Trustees uses to provide tools such 
as scholarships and tutors to actives, while also keeping our alumni communications (like this one) going. Moving forward, our new group of 
alumni volunteers have brand new initiatives for the Annual Fund donations that we’d like to share with you (see below). Remember, in order to 
grow our chapter, we need your donations. Please visit ATOGaTech.org to donate online today!

ANNUAL FUND

ALUMNI NEWS
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•  Join us at the house for Homecoming!
•  Board unveils plans for … well, look inside and see!
•  Chapter awarded at ATO 150th celebration!
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Albert Thornton Jr. ’65
(Pensacola, FL) With retirement, I’ve had 

the time to write and 
publish a book titled 
“Find An Old Gorilla.” 
The premise is that when 
you travel the jungles of 
life and business, it helps 
to have an old gorilla 
(mentor) along who knows 

where all the good paths are … and also 
the quicksand. Available at lulu.com.

Ken Hall ’75
(Roswell, GA) I published my first book 
in July. The title is “One Man Alone: The 
Calvary Road Less Traveled.” It is available 

in paperback and eBook 
through Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble. Also, 
the birth of our second 
child, Eli, occurred on 
January 20.

Tom Noonan ’80
(Atlanta, GA) Every fall I host an ATO 
golf tournament at East Lake Golf Club in 
Atlanta. We usually have 50 brothers play, 
and proceeds go to charity. This has been 
a tradition since we graduated from school. 
Most are from the ’70s and ’80s, but we 
have been increasingly attracting ATOs 
from ’90’s and 2000s.

Trey Warren ’90
(Fernandina Beach, FL) A few of us from 
the Class of ’90 got together for a lake 
weekend in July of this year. The group 
included John Williams, Chip Marvin, 
Geoff Beakley, David Gallagher and 
Mike Sheridan. We try to get together at 
least once a year.

What Is the Beta Iota Annual Fund?

•	 Continued scholarship and tutor offerings for actives

•	 Continued eLetter and newsletter mailings for alumni

•	 Seminars on fraternity best practices and risk management

•	 Professional networking events and “career nights”

•	 Workshops on applying for a job or graduate school

•	 Improved tailgating atmosphere on game days

•	 Alumni networking and social events in the Atlanta area

•	 Transitioning the “pool room” to a community work/study space


