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Help Us Find Charles, 
Joseph and Andrew

Currently, we have email 
addresses for only 764 of our 
1,261 active alumni. That is 
only 60%. We use email com-
munication as a way to keep 
our brotherhood updated 
about upcoming events, 
chapter news and the latest 
with our alumni. We also use 
it to grow our annual fund to 
support our alumni relations 
program. Can you help us 
with the email addresses for 
Charles N. Greer ’73, Joseph 
Paoletti ’90, Andrew Kiefha-
ber ’04 and many others?
	 To access the full list, go to 
our website, www.atogatech.
org. Scroll to the bottom of the 
home page and click on “View 
Lost Email List.” Once you find 
a familiar name, click on it. 
This will take you to an email 
screen where you can submit 
the information you have.

HOUSE UPDATE
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Richmond Property Group (RPG), a wholly 
owned nonprofit subsidiary of ATO National, 
has owned and operated the house for about a 
year. (It’s comforting to know 205 4th St. will 
always be an ATO House.) Besides collecting 
rent, paying the bills, setting the rules and 
maintaining the house, they have put $120,000 
into projects that were a part of our capital 
campaign. Here is what has been done since 
closing, where we turned over all our present 
and future campaign receipts:
•	 Installed new fire escape door with electric 

locks
•	 Refinished living room floors
•	 Installed new hardwood floors in the 

Noonan room
•	 Rebuilt the main entry door
•	 Replaced HVAC system components
•	 Replaced kitchen equipment
•	 Installed life safety upgrades

•	 Replaced windows in the front of the house
•	 Installed new lighting in the hallway
•	 Spruced-up downstairs bathrooms
 
	 There’s still $100,000 of high-priority 
work to be done including the purchase and 
installation of outdoor lighting, the purchase of 
furnishings and the completion of landscaping. 
Thus, it is very important that we wrap up 
the campaign this year to provide funding for 
this pending work. So here’s the deal: if you 
still owe on your pledge, please take action. 
If you can spare more, send it in to the Beta 
Iota Chapter of Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity, 
Georgia Institute of Technology, Capital 
Campaign Processing Center, P.O. Box 7007, 
Albert Lea, MN 56007-8007.
	 Final reminders will be going out soon. We 
appreciate your support. If you have questions, 
please call me at 770.403.8417.

Final Campaign Pledges Due to Complete Key House Projects
By John Robertson ’63, Secretary, Board of Trustees

UPCOMING EVENT
ATO 150th Celebration

August 6-8, 2015
Indianapolis, Ind.

ATO SESQUICENTENNIAL

Celebrate 150 years of Alpha Tau Omega this 
summer! On August 6-8, join Taus from across 
the country in Indianapolis, Ind., for three days 
of celebrating all things ATO.
	 The 150th Celebration kicks 
off on Aug. 6 at the Indianapolis 
Marriott Downtown. This open-
ing session will be unlike anything 
you’ve experienced at an ATO 
Congress, and you won’t want to 
miss it. There will be a lot packed 
into the days to follow includ-
ing an alumni golf tournament, 
the inaugural running of the Eighteen-Sixty 5K 
race, dinner at the Indianapolis Zoo — which 
has been reserved exclusively for ATO, plenty 
of Tau VIPs and speakers as well as the recogni-
tion of True Merit wherever found during the 

Celebration Banquet.
	 Make your plans to celebrate 150 years 
of ATO today! Registration is now open at 

ato150.org/register. While the 
National Fraternity has expanded 
the room block for the 150th 
Celebration, space is still limited. 
Register early to reserve your spot 
for this monumental milestone in 
ATO history.
     Visit ato150.org to find 
out more about the celebration, 
follow the Ruh Rah Roadtrip, 

make a donation or partner with the National 
Fraternity as a sponsor. If you have any 
questions, please contact ATO Director of 
Alumni Services Aaron Bauer at 317.684.1865 
or via email at abauer@ato.org.

ATO Celebrates 150 Years! Join the Party!
By John Robertson ’63, Secretary, Board of Trustees
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THEN & NOW

Being a legacy means something different to 
everyone. Yet, no matter how things might 
have changed, there is often pride from one 
generation to the next. Recently, we had the 
opportunity to catch up with the father-
son legacy Charlie 
(’88) and Nick (’15) 
Bitzis to see how their 
experiences at ATO 
compare and contrast. 
The first interesting 
fact we discovered is 
that they were both 
born in the same Atlanta hospital, but the 
similarities did not stop there.

CAREER/MAJOR
Charlie ’85: I majored in industrial 
management. I currently am a business 
principal for Nexidea, providing professional 
and technological services and call analytics.
Nick ’15: I am majoring in industrial design 
with plans to graduate in 2017.

RUSH/INITIATION
Charlie ’85: “I could tell you, but then I 
would have to kill you.” The existing brothers 

made significant efforts for pledges to know 
the history of ATO in general and of ATO at 
GT, as well as getting to know information 
about brothers.
Nick ’15: It was a good, dry rush [unlike 
Charlie’s] and provided me with good sense of 
what being in ATO would be like.

ATO’S REPUTATION
Charlie ’85: ATO was held in very high 
regard and was well known for academics. We 
did not have many athletes but participated in 
intramural sports.
Nick ’15: The reputation is shifting. The 
chapter got into trouble, which made a 
negative mark. We are trying to change that. 
We were one of the top frats, but we are now 
pushing for a social change.

ATO TRADITIONS
Charlie ’85: We participated in rec 
parade, fundraisers (Red Cross) and local 

organizations. We were not located near the 
best neighborhoods, so 
we would raise money for 
the kids to get clothes and 
toys. We held a Hawaiian 
party including a three- to 
four-story tower and a 
“pool” — a hole in ground 
with plastic and water.
Nick ’15: We participate in many philanthrop-
ic events. There are some “secret traditions.” A 
major tradition is having a Hawaiian party with 
beach volleyball in front of the house.

BEST MEMORY
Charlie ’85: My best memory is in knowing 
that my brothers were there for help in many 
situations and realizing I wasn’t alone in all of 
the craziness that was at GT.
Nick ’15: Initiation is my best memory. It 
was a rewarding experience, because I earned 
my place.

He is the current alumni relations officer 
for the undergraduate chapter. His dad is a 
1981 alum. Meet Atlanta natives, Steve (’13) 
and Steve (’81) Alexander. The Alexanders 
share their brotherhood lineage with family 
members, Victor Pryles ’02 and George 
Boudoucies ’74. We caught up with the 
Alexanders to get a sense of how things have 
changed over the past 34 years. 

CAREER/MAJOR
Steve Jr. ’81: I graduated in 1982 with a B.S. 
in industrial management. I worked at Lloyd’s 
of London after graduation and have been 
president of Alexander Insurance Inc. since 
1985. I have been married to Debra Galloway 
Alexander for 21 years. We have three boys: 
Steve III who is studying at Georgia Tech; 
Nicholas who is a freshman at Millsaps 

College in Mississippi and QB of football 
team; and 
Michael, 
a junior at 
Lakeside 
High in 
Northeast 
Atlanta.
Steve III ’13: My major is business adminis-
tration with an emphasis in operations.

ATO TRADITIONS
Steve Jr. ’81: I’m sure I told the story about 
borrowing the slide from Grant Park for the 
Hawaiian party. (We returned it, by the way.) 
And there is the story about hitting golf balls 
off the roof onto the baseball field in the off 
season. The stories are really about the lifetime 
friends I made at ATO.

Steve III ’13: I visited a few times on game 
days as a kid, and I remember some crazy 
stories from the glory days. 

BEST MEMORY
Steve Jr. ’81: I enjoyed football in the fall and 
snowball fights in the winter, but spring and 
the Hawaiian party were the best.
Steve III ’13: Hawaiian Weekend — fill the 
yard with sand and tiki huts and have an 
island-themed weekend.

ATO ACROSS THE GENERATIONS
Steve Jr. ’81: The pace of the flow of 
information thanks to our iPhones, iPads 
and computers means the members are never 
“offline.” It does seem, though, from talking 
to Steve that ATOs still know how to relax, 
unwind and enjoy the moment, which is 
really what the college experience is all about. 
Steve III ’13: The house and the times have 
not changed that much; that is what makes it 
ATO at GT special.

The More Things Change … Charlie (’88) & Nick (’15) Bitzis Compare ATO Notes

ATO Is in Their Blood: Meet Steve (’81) & Steve (’13) Alexander

Includes chart and call-out

For the full interview with Charlie and Nick Bitzis, go to our website, www.atogatech.org.  
Alumni can connect with Charlie at cbitzis@rrsolutions.com and with Nick at  
nick.bitzis@gmail.com.

For the full interview with the Alexanders, go to our website, www.atogatech.org 
Brothers can connect with Steve Jr. ’81 at seajr@mindspring.com and with Steve III ’13 at 
sealexander3@gmail.com.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

He has seen more than 70 years of ATO 
experiences. Over those years, Brother John 
Weitnauer ’44 has seen the joys of staying 
connected with his brothers while seeing 
several enter the Chapter Eternal. We take 
this opportunity to celebrate these decades of 
friendship and to share Brother Weitnauer’s 
reflections on his life and ATO memories.

Describe the fraternity as you remember 
it back in the 1940s. 
It was a rustic, old house on the Georgia Tech 
campus. We had about 18 to 20 members, 
and I was very impressed with all of them. 
Many of us were waiting to be drafted or 
called to the reserves. It was just a great group 
of men. 

What are your fondest memories of being 
a brother of ATO?
I’m most fond of the friendships that have 
lasted throughout my life. In fact, seven of 
us are meeting with each other this month in 
Columbus. Sadly, all of the 1943 pledges have 
passed away, and those who pledged between 
1946 and 1949 are diminishing quickly. 
However, we still meet, and there’s great 
fellowship among us.

What would you say are your life’s big-
gest successes?
My family is my biggest success. I was married 
for 49 years to Peggy, but she died of cancer. I 
remarried, and June and I have been together 
14 years. I have two daughters and two sons, 
who were both in fraternities. I have 10 
grandchildren, half of whom have finished 
college. The other half are either in college or 
just entering college. I feel very fortunate to 
have a family that makes me so proud.

On the contrary, what would you say are 
your biggest regrets?
I’ve made plenty of mistakes in my life, but I 
don’t tend to focus on them. I’ve had a good 
career, good friends and many wonderful 
opportunities in my life. When I did make 
mistakes, I learned from them so that 
hopefully I didn’t make them again.

Tell us about your career.
My education at Georgia Tech helped me 
learn to run a business and work with people. 
I worked for five years as an industrial 
engineer in the textile industry. I then worked 
at Rich’s Department Store in Atlanta. After 
30 years at Rich’s and Richway, I retired as 
chairman of the Richway Discount Stores. It 
was a chain of 33 stores in the southeast. At 

the time of 
my retirement, 
Richway was 
owned by 
Federated 
Department 
Stores, which 
is now known 
as Macy’s.

What about 
your membership in ATO makes you the 
most proud? 
The brothers of ATO, the people I was with, 
are what I am most proud of. I had great 
relationships with them and a lot of respect 
for my brothers. Just being part of that group 
was an honor. I hope that other people have 
the same great experience that I did.
	
What advice would you give the younger 
you? 
Don’t be afraid to ask for and accept help. It’s 
important to realize that you need to work 
with other people so that you can succeed 
together. Don’t believe you can do it all 
yourself. It’s okay to need help.

Alumni can connect with Brother Weit-
nauer at johnweitnauer@yahoo.com.

John Weitnauer ’44 on Fraternity, Friendships & Lessons Learned 
“The whole experience of being a brother is one I would relive.”
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(Continued on page 4)

ALUMNI UPDATES
Donald Hunt Ramsbottom ’49
(172 Young Dr., Portsmouth, RI 02871-2123) 
I have been CEO, president and/or chairman 
of over 20 organizations, and I learned my 
Robert’s Rules as worthy master of Beta Iota 
over 60 years ago.

Robert Voorhees Sytz, Sr. ’53
(1328 Covenant Dr, Gastonia, NC 28054-
3826; bsytzsr@beverlyknits.com) Recently, 
my wife, Jo Ann, and I moved into retirement 
community called Covenant Village. Also, I 
moved into a semi-retirement position with 
Beverly Knits, Inc., a company I started in 
1980. Now, our son, Ron Sytz, a 1983 gradu-
ate of Ga. Tech, owns and is CEO of the 
company. In February 15, my wife and I cel-
ebrated our 57th wedding anniversary.

William Earnest Harwell ’54
(603 Sequoia Ln., Mansfield, OH 44904-
1700; seboundbill@yahoo.com) I got married 
on Oct. 25, 2014, to a wonderful lady named 
Lisa. We have a 15-year-old son and an 
11-year-old daughter.

Richard (Dick) Ernest Collett ’56
(2 Fountainview Terrace Apt 202, Greenville, 
SC 29607-4053; collettdick@gmail.com) My 

wife, Lynn, and I traveled throughout the 
country of Panama in February with resident 
friends. I have now visited 54 countries and 
plan to spend the future in Greenville, S.C., 
as well as other parts of the great USA! 
 
James Thomas Sinyard ’57
(10235 N. 99th St., Scottsdale, AZ 85258-
4713; sinyard@msn.com) We traveled to 
Perth, Western Australia, for a month-long 
visit with my wife, Monique’s, family who 
have lived there since a Socialist coup in her 
little homeland, Seychelles. Our second grand-
daughter is due April 19. Mother, Dominique, 
and hubby, Todd Smith, moved from 
Brooklyn, N.Y., to live here in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., a couple of years ago. I was elected one 
of several Arizona State committeemen this 
year for Legislative District 23 in Scottsdale.
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On March 5, the brothers of Beta Iota 
held a philanthropy event in conjunction 
with the Be the Match Foundation, which 
is dedicated to matching patients to bone 
marrow donors. Philanthropy Chair Sam 
Reller organized the event to show support 
to Michael Depa ’05 and Joey Depa  ’01, 
as Joey’s young daughter is currently fighting 
leukemia. The event was a great success, with 
brothers, alumni and Georgia Tech students 
enjoying live music and food in our front 
lawn. More than 230 people swabbed their 
cheeks to join the National Marrow Donor 
Program registry, and we contributed over 
$2,000 for the Be the Match Foundation! 

	 The chapter GPA for the fall 2014 
semester was a 3.05 average across our 62 
active members. We have several social 
events planned for this semester, with the 
most popular being the annual Hawaiian 
Weekend. We are also participating on 
intramural teams including co-rec soccer, 
co-rec basketball and racquetball.
	 Lastly, we extend our best wishes to 
those brothers who graduated last semester: 
Bhavik Pandya, Shan Sullivan, Jonathan 
Radivoj, Kris Surapaneni and Jeff 
Chestnutt. Watch for more about these 
brothers and our spring 2015 graduates in 

our upcoming eLetters.
	 Alumni can reach us at sealexander3@
gmail.com (Steve) and shanly@gmail.com 
(Travis) with any questions or suggestions.

Be the Brotherhood That Makes a Difference: Be the Match
By Steve Alexander ’13, Alumni Relations Officer, & Travis Hanly, Chapter President
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James Thomas Sinyard ’57, cont. My most 
notable accomplishment to date in Arizona 
politics is the passage of a resolution by the 
Maricopa County Republican Party to endorse 
Arizona’s passage of an application to join in an 
effort by the Conventions of States movement 
to convene a convention to amend the U.S. 
Constitution in order to correct our current 
problems. See Article V of our Constitution.

Kenneth Everett Hall ’75
(5 Serendipity Way, Atlanta, GA 30350-2058; 
ken@enormtech.com) Eli Alden Hall was 
born on January 20, 2015.

William Craig Mizell ’84
(4073 Lake Erin Court, Tucker, GA 30084; 

willandjulie@mindspring.com) The photo 
below of Julie, Elizabeth (headed to GT next 
year), Bill (junior at GT) and I was taken just 
after GT beat MSU in the Orange Bowl.

 CHAPTER ETERNAL
Since the last publication of The 

Glazebrook Gazette, we have 
learned of the passing of the 

following brothers:

Julius Jackson ’28
Joseph King ’38

Edwin Hill ’42
Walter E. Jervey ’43
William Leach Jr. ’57

We are grateful for having 
known these loyal brothers. We 
extend our sympathies to their 

families and friends.

Great attendance at this spring’s Be the 
Match event on the ATO front lawn.

ALUMNI UPDATES… CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3


