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You might not know that you are one of 1,375 
living alumni of Beta Iota! We have the power 
of numbers on our side, and it’s time we start 
taking advantage of them.

	 To date 116 alumni members – just 8% – 
have committed to our capital campaign. This 
is a great start, and we’ve raised $614,000 from 
this group.

BUT NOW WE NEED YOU. WE NEED TO SEE 
THE NUMBERS RISE!
We are asking every alumnus to DIG DEEP 
and make a sacrificial gift. For some of you, 
this will be $2,500 – or $500 a year over the 
five‑year pledge period. For others – you may 
be able to give $5,000, $10,000 or more. We 
want you to give what you can NOW!

	 In addition to a financial pledge, we are 
working to get more alumni involved at the 
house with the active chapter. We are looking 
for past officers to work with current brothers 
in the same position. WMs, WKEs, WCs, 
House Managers, Yard Managers and all the 
rest. If you live in Atlanta and can mentor 
our chapter let John Robertson know at 
770‑403‑8417. In addition we need to expand 
our board of trustees, if you’re ready to DIVE 
IN, let us know.

	 For next year we will also be looking for 
alumni to work with the current brotherhood 

on the Ramblin’ Wreck. After Homecoming 
this year, it is the opinion of MANY alumni 
who attended the parade that first prize is ready 
for the taking, and excusing the pun, the wreck 
parade at present, is just that – a wreck!  

	 We have great expectations for this 
campaign and for the future of ATO at Georgia 
Tech, and we have good reason to. As a brother 
of Beta Iota you are part of one of the finest 
fraternities at Georgia Tech and in the country. 
You were selected as a member and now we are 
asking you to step up again, as you did when 
you were initiated, and PLEDGE your loyalty 
to ATO.

	 If you have questions or would like 
additional details you can reach any of the 
campaign committee members listed to the left.

How to Make a Pledge
There are two ways to make 
your commitment to our capital 
campaign:

•  Download a pledge form at 
www.atogatech.org.

•  Contact one of our committee 
members, listed to the left.

As a reminder, the capital 
campaign is a separate 
fundraising initiative from 
our annual fund program, 
which helps to fund our yearly 
communication operating 
expenses. Monies donated to 
the capital campaign will be 
allocated to our major house 
renovations.

“As a brother of Beta Iota you  
are part of the one the finest 

fraternities at Georgia Tech and in 
the country. You were selected as a 

member and now we are asking you 
to step up again, as you did when 

you were initiated, and PLEDGE 
your loyalty to ATO.”

Capital Campaign Era 
Captains

1951‑57
Nathan Sears 
770‑597‑7697
nathansears@bellsouth.net

Orson Swindle
703‑838‑8576
orsoniii@aol.com

1963‑68
Bill Viehman
404‑237‑9382
bill.viehman@perkinswill.com

1969‑74
Neil Anderson
jnanderson@mindspring.com

1975‑1979
Keith Chambless
404‑433‑5195
kchambless@geofields.com

1980‑82
Louis Todd
770‑491‑8635
louistodd@wafflehouse.com

1983‑87
John Simmons
404‑698‑2112
jsimmons224@gmail.com

1988‑93
Ty Allen
404‑355‑5504
ty@tyallen.net

Trey Warren
treywarren@yahoo.com

1994‑99
Chad Vickery
770‑424‑3447
cvickery@barrettwoodyard.com

2000‑04
Peter Stewart
404‑923‑1236
peterkstewart@gmail.com

2005‑present
Derek Carlson
770‑833‑8267
dcarlsongt@gmail.com

John Robertson 
770‑403‑8417
johnrobertson@wafflehouse.com

Jamie Hamilton
770‑614‑9014
jmsmhamilton@gmail.com

Bill Collins
404‑229‑4653
wrcollins1@aol.com

Great Expectations!
We’re Looking for More than 8% of Our Alumni Brothers to Participate
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$614,000 and Climbing! House Projects are Under Way
Capital Campaign Updates and Progress

By John Robertson ’66 

We have raised $614,000 of our $1.5 million goal thus far thanks to the generosity of our Beta Iota brothers. I thought it would be appropriate at 
this time to say more about our “pay as you go” project list and tell you what has been done so far.

If you add all this up, it’s almost $1,000,000. 
This list does not address the interior of the 
house which will be the LAST thing we do. 
When we are ready for that project (which is 
critical for both the current Chapter’s ability 
to have a strong RUSH, and the alumni’s 
comfort in spending time at the house) we 
will need to:

• Upgrade the kitchen and food service areas

• Renew floors, stair and hallway treatments

• Patch/upgrade walls

• Paint and redecorate

• Provide new durable and attractive furniture

 

	 We want to finalize this and have a little 
left over to provide for future ongoing and 
sometimes unpredictable capital expenditures. 
We need at least $1,500,000 to do all of this 
RIGHT!

	 I know that you want to be proud of our 
house and our 122-year tradition founded in 
1888 at Georgia Tech. I know I can count on 
you! It’s time to act, it’s time to step up!

	 Read the Great Expectations article on 
page 1 on how you can help or visit us online 
at www.atogatech.org.

Our system is over 10 years 
old and in need of repair and 
replacement.

HVAC System	 $50,000 $30,000 has already been spent 
on repairs and upgrades. A 
maintenance contract is in place 
for preventative care and ongoing 
maintenance to keep the system 
functioning better.

All four bathrooms need EXTEN‑
SIVE work. Everything from tile/
counters/fixtures/ need to be 
replaced. The second and third 
floor facilities need replaced with 
institutional grade materials.

Bathrooms	 $100,000 NEXT on the to do list, once the 
fire suppression sprinkler system 
is complete and paid for.

Our slate roof is 81 years old – the 
metal in the valleys is failing and 
the trim needs to be repaired and 
painted. The gutters need to be 
re‑installed and repaired to pre‑
vent basement flooding.

Roof and Exteriors	 $100,000 ‑ $200,000 This is a high priority! We will 
attack it as soon as funding allows.

In the next two years, our loans 
come due and must be paid in 
full. We cannot be sure additional 
loans will be available and we sim‑
ply cannot hamstring the chapter 
and Beta Iota with this amount of 
debt. We cannot operate properly 
with this amount of debt so we 
must pay it off as soon as possible.

Debt Repayment	 $450,000 High Priority for the long term 
survival of ATO at Tech!

Line of Credit Renewal	 $30,000 
	 Closed out

Our bank wanted $5,000 to renew. Line paid off and closed out in the 
fall 2009

Fire Suppression 	 $80,000 
Sprinkler System

Major life safety issue and is now 
mandated by ATO Headquarters to 
keep the charter.

Internal piping and sprinkler head 
installation complete except for 
cosmetics. Final hook up to fire 
mains to occur this year.
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When speaking with fellow ATO brothers, 
it’s clear that the concept of lasting friendship 
and brotherhood is a strong consistent shared 
value. In this article, we profile five brothers 
who graduated from Beta Iota in the ’80s and 
share some of their experiences of brotherhood 
– the friendship and memories they’ve shared 
through ATO and their words for active 
brothers.

When asked for a memory that stood out 
to him about his time as an active brother, 
Bert Blanchard ’84 recalled the practical 
jokes and antics that centered on the 
brothers’ cars.

	 “Lots of guys had cars that were old 
and beat up and many older cars that 
were cool to drive,” Bert said. “One of 
the brothers, Rick Lockwood, drove a 
Fiat X1‑9 two‑seater, mid‑engine car so 
lightweight that sometimes we would 
get five or six guys together, pick it up 
physically, and move it somewhere it would 
be totally boxed in so he couldn’t back 
out. He would come back from baseball 
practice or class and have to get together 
another group of guys to move it for him.”

	 “Another brother, Robert Williams, 
or ‘Heater,’ came to Georgia Tech with 
a Volkswagen Karmann Ghia coup. One 
night he was driving home and turning 
in front of the Sigma Chi house when the 
right‑front wheel fell off,” Bert continued. 
“It came to a screeching halt and the wheel 
kept rolling down the road and hit the 
Delta Sigma Phi house. It bounced off and 
rolled down the street toward the ATO 
house. He rolled the wheel into the living 
room and said ’guys this is all I have left of 
my car’.” 

	 “We all learned to develop a sense of 
humor about ourselves,” Scott said. “You 
couldn’t have an ego because the guys 
would knock the chip off your shoulder 
so fast it would make your head spin. It 
taught you to be humble and not take 
yourself too seriously.” 

Paul Menke ’78 valued the smaller 
community within ATO which helped him 
“navigate the maze of Georgia Tech.”

	 He valued the lessons they learned 

during pledge training. “As 
pledges I remember cleaning 
the house, having study halls 
together, and running the 
pledge bar for alumni on 
game weekends – it was how 
we raised money,” Paul said. 
“One of the most valuable 
things we all got from the 
ATO experience is lifelong 
friends.”

	 Paul keeps up with 
“a fair number” from his 
pledge class especially with 
a few that live near him in 
Augusta, GA. 

	 “Active brothers should enjoy college. 
It can be five of the greatest years of your 
life,” Paul said. “But don’t forget why 
you’re there. You need to lay a foundation 
and demonstrate to employers, or even if 
you start your own company, that you’re 
worth making an investment. ATO can 
help you make that foundation.”

Blake Moret ’85 was attracted to the 
obvious good times and great a group of 
friends with ATO.

	 “It looked like a fun kind of 
environment,” Blake said. “I remember 
taking spring break trips with dozens of 
guys trip down the Florida coast. I also 
remember spending the week before rush 
sharing stories and getting the house ready 
for the new year.”

	 Blake says the friendships are the 
greatest legacy of his time with ATO. His 
advice to new generations of active brothers 
is, “Bear in mind the importance of 
friendships; they’re really the core of what 
contributes to your satisfaction as you go 
through life.”

Chip Battone ’83 has remained very close 
to his ATO brothers. 

	 “Being an active brother was one of the 
best experiences of my life. Georgia Tech 
is a challenging school. Working together 
we were able to support each other. We 
learned to negotiate the challenges, shared 
lots of mistakes and lived on the edge, 
but ultimately helped each other succeed. 

I’d do it all again,” Chip said. “To this 
day I stay in touch with at least 40 of my 
brothers. We get together and play golf 
every year and get together for special 
occasions in one another’s lives.” 

	 Chip  has advice for current brothers 
who relate to these vital relationships.

	 “You gotta’ put the effort into the 
relationships. You can’t just be into ATO 
for you; you have to be in it to share,” 
Chip said. 

Scott Toney ’80 also values the lifelong 
friendships he found through ATO. He 
helped organize an annual golf trip with 
brothers 27 years ago and continues to get 
together with his ATO brothers at locations 
like Hilton Head and Myrtle Beach to hit 
the links every summer.

	 Going on trips together has always been 
an important part of the ATO experience. 
Scott fondly recalls taking road trips with a 
bunch of guys as an active brother. 

	 “It was a very sports‑centric group of 
guys. Lots of people didn’t follow sports 
at Georgia Tech but we did,” Scott said. 
“Probably one of the better trips we took 
was in 1982 there were at least 50 ATO 
brothers that traveled to Chapel Hill and 
virtually took over the ATO house there.” 

Based on just a few stories from ATO 
brothers, it’s clear that the legacy of the 
fraternity is a true bond between its 
members; a bond of shared values and 
great memories that stays with brothers 
throughout their lives.

Back to the ’80s: Building Lifelong Friendships through ATO

Alumni Profile

ATO Beta Iota brothers from the ’80s at a recent reunion. 
Pictured are Frank Dixon ’82, Dan Owen ’82, John Wells ’81, 
Scott Toney ’80, David Titshaw ’81, Brad Armstrong ’82, Paul 

Menk ’82 and Clay Gilbert ’82.
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In this Issue...
‑ An Update on Our Campaign Progress
‑ Great Stories from the ’80s
‑ Find Out Who Your Era Agent Is

We Need Your News!
The 1950s alumni had their annual reunion the weekend of October 

15th and 16th. It was the best attended event to date and a great time 
was had by all. They are already looking forward to next year.

	 If your era has a reunion, we’d love to hear about it; or if you’d like to 
start one for your era, let us know and we’ll get you all the information 

you need. Contact one of our committee members listed on page 1.

’70s
John Lovell ’72 
(195 Deer Trail, Cleveland, GA 30528; jblovr‑
look@aol.com) As my oldest daughter Gracie 
finishes her doctorate, her husband Bryan 
finishes residency as a pediatric neurosurgeon 
in Jackson, MS. My son John is married to 
the former Miss GA Southern Bekah. They’re 
headed to Costa Rica for a year doing some 

ministry 
work. Looks 
like he’s 
headed into 
the min‑
istry and 
is preach‑
ing now at 
Woodstock 

Baptist Church. Bekah is a national spokes‑
person for Porsche and a communications 
consultant. He finished at GA State after 
getting out of the army. Missy moved to 
St. Simons Island after finishing Ol Miss. 
I’m married now to Lorraine and have an 
11‑year‑old stepdaughter named Tiffany. We 
live in north Georgia and life is good.

’90s
Trey Warren ’94 
(303 N. 15th St., Fernandina 
Beach, FL 32034; treywarren@
yahoo.com) A group of brothers 
from the early ’90s reunited 
before the 2010 Homecoming 
football game. Pictured are: 
Trey Warren, David Cutter, 
Geoff Beakley, James Hunter, 
Ben Shugart, Mike Sheridan, 
Ty Allen, Jamie Hamilton, 
Andrew Segal and Warren 
Shiver. ATO little sister Paula 
Edwards is also in the photo.

Alumni Updates


