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Alumni Update

On the Web

Help Us Continue to 
Recruit Quality Men  

into ATO
We need your help to build the 
next class of Beta Iota brothers! 
If you know of any incoming 
or current male students at 
Tech who would make a great 
addition to our growing network 
of brothers, please send his 
name, contact information and 
relationship to you to Rush Chair 
Jeremy Schmid at  
jschmid53@gmail.com or  
678-429-2817.

Want to Re-Live Your  
’60s Reunion?

You can online at  
www.atogatech.org. Log 
in to the site today to watch 
nine different videos from this 
year’s reunion (and the years 
leading up to it!). 
	 Send us your own photos 
and videos from your ATO 
days or of a more recent 
reunion. You can send your 
submissions to content@
affinityconnection.com.

Kevin Dean ‘06 
(kdeangt@gmail.com) I mar-
ried Kristin Cox at Chateau 
Elan on April 3rd, 2010.
I’m currently in graduate 
school at South University, 
and will graduate in Septem-
ber 2010 with a degree in 
Master’s of Medical Science 
in Anesthesiologist Assistant. 
I’m hoping to find a job in the 
Atlanta Area upon graduation.
	 Share YOUR news at  
www.atogatech.org.

Rip, Rah, Raga – Alpha Tau Omega!
Capital Campaign Surpasses $600,000 Mark;  

We Need YOUR Support and Involvement!
By John Robertson ’66 
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Sound the rally cry! As we pass the $600,000 
mark in our campaign, it is time to rally the 
troops and come together as we continue on 
our mission to completely renovate the  
chapter house.

	 To date, we have raised $603,950 thanks 
to the 151 actives and alumni recognized on 
page 3. It is gratifying to see all generations – 
especially our young brothers – step up and 
answer the call to “preserve your legacy and 
ensure our future.”

	 But we still have a long way to go. At this 
point in the campaign, we need everyone’s help, 
support and involvement. We are all in this 
together, and cannot reach our goal without you.

	 Take a minute to ask yourself a two 
questions. Was ATO a life-changing experience 

during your college years? Is it still important to 
you today? If you answered yes, we need you 
to show your support so we can ensure that 
Beta Iota provides the same opportunities for 
generations to come.

	 If you have not yet made your commitment, 
please find answers to some of our most 
commonly-asked questions below as you 
consider your pledge.

Why do we need to raise $1.5 Million?
The house is over 81 years old and was last 
renovated 10 years ago. We came up short in 
our fundraising and ended up with mortgage of 
more than $700,000. Debt service constrained 
both chapter and housing corporation budgets 
for upkeep, routine and capital maintenance. 
Neither the chapter nor Beta Iota Corp. had 
funds to properly maintain and keep up the 
house, much less address a growing and urgent 
list of problems:

•	 Retirement of debt in two years—
refinancing may not be an option

•	 Installation of a required fire sprinkler 
system

•	 Urgent and ongoing slate roof repair

•	 Trim and gutter repair and replacement

•	 HVAC replacement and repair (useful life is 
about 10 years)

•	 Bathroom remodeling and repair

•	 Interior renovation and furniture upgrade

How Will the Investment be Protected?
First, we have included a capital maintenance 
endowment in our campaign goal. More 
importantly though, the Board of Trustees is 
diving in with the chapter to fix basic day to 
day maintenance and upkeep issues:

(Continued on Page 4)

GOAL!
$1,500,000

Raised to Date:
$603,950

Preserving Your Legacy, 
Ensuring Our Future 

Capital Campaign
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John Howard ’59 has a dedication to 
ATO that has spanned a lifetime, from 
active brother to dedicated leader in alumni 
fundraising.

	 John joined ATO in the fall of his 
freshman year. He was originally attracted 
to the fraternity because he had two 
cousins who were already members. He 
also was also very favorably impressed 
with their very visible presence on 
campus. Once he met the brothers, he 
was immediately impressed by the quality 
of the young men who constituted the 
organization.

	 “They were good down-to-earth, solid 
individuals,” John said. “There were about 
ten of us in all in our pledge class. We 
formed a bond and stayed close throughout 
the years.”

	 John stayed active through his time 
with the chapter, living in the house 
in his junior and senior years. He 
served as Kitchen Manager and became 
Vice President in his senior year. In 
addition, John had many interests and 
responsibilities outside of the fraternity.

	 As a socially and academically 
involved student, John also served on the 
Interfraternity Council and the Honor 
Council.

	 To this day, John is in close touch with 
several of the brothers. In fact, he says that 
he recruited five of his original pledge class 
of ten to be part of the Georgia Tech 50th 
Reunion board. He was the Chairman 

of the Fund 
Raising 
Committee 
for the 50th 
Reunion of the 
Class of 1959 
at Georgia 
Tech. They 
raised over $3 
million from 
the Class of 
1959 to fund 
needs based scholarships for students at 
Tech. The reunion was a huge success, with 
300 of the 900 students from the Class of 
1959 in attendance. But that’s not the only 
event that brings John together with his 
ATO brothers.	

	 “About six years ago, ATO brother 
Orson Swindle ’55 started what became 
the annual Fall Football Gaggle,” John said. 
“We get a bunch of the brothers together 
for an annual game, one of the brothers 
donates use of his skybox, and we meet 
back here in Atlanta.”

	 “Most of the brothers who come to the 
game are from Georgia, or South Carolina, 
or Tennessee. It’s become a great little 
reunion for all of us.”

	 Brothers he mentioned meeting at the 
Fall Football Gaggle include Bill Collins 
’57 and Nathan Sears ’57. 

	 “Through the years I’ve served as both 
chair and co-chair of reunion committee. 
I’ve worked primarily and on development 

side of things side by side with Barry 
Carson,” John said. “We’ve handled a 
number of things, but the reunion has 
always been the primary focus.”

	 John believes strongly in continuing 
to support and stay connected with the 
chapter. He has donated both monetarily 
and as well as through time and service.

	 “About ten years ago, Dave Preak 
reached out to me. He was heading the 
fundraising drive to remodel the chapter 
house. I was happy to be able to help out 
with my donation.”

	 His motivations for supporting ATO 
are simple. In interview, John said, “I really 
enjoyed my time as an active brother. It 
was a great bunch of guys and I want to 
help provide those opportunities for future. 
It’s something I truly believe in it.”

	 Today, John lives in Atlanta. He has 
four daughters, three sons in law, and five 
grandchildren. He is actively working, as 
owner and President of a small financial 
services company called Principal Resource 
Group, also based in Atlanta. He is 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees and 
Elder at his church and serves on the board 
of directors for two for-profit companies 
and one non-profit organization.

	 “I intend to stay really involved as 
long as I have my health and good Lord is 
willing,” John said.

Reconnect with John at  
jrhoward1@bellsouth.net.

John Howard ’59 is “A True Believer in the Legacy of ATO”

Alumni Profile

John Howard ‘59

The The Preserving Your Legacy, Ensuring Our
Future capital campaign, which you can 
read more about on page 1, is a one-time 
major fundraising effort to renovate the 
chapter house and retire our debt. Pledges 
to the campaign can be paid over a period 
of up to five years.  If you are interested 
in learning more about the campaign and 
making a pledge today, please contact our 
campaign manager, Ellen Konkle, at Ellen@

affinityconnection.com or at 800‑598‑4050 
x140 and she will happily assist you.  
Additional campaign information will be 
coming in the next few months so keep an eye 
on your inbox.

	 The annual fund is a fundraising effort 
that drives our yearly operating budget. 
It supports our communications program 
(including The Glazebrook Gazette and  
www.atogatech.org), frequent alumni events, 

and programs for the undergraduate chapter. 
Our annual giving year runs from September 
1 through August 31.

You can make a gift to the annual fund by: 
•  Logging on to www.atogatech.org

•  Calling 800-975-6699

We appreciate your continued support of both 
of these vital fundraising efforts.

Beta Iota Fundraising
Annual Fund vs. Capital Campaign…What’s the Difference?
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Capital Campaign Donors to Date

Eugene M. Clary 
Memorial Society 
($100,000+)
Anonymous	

Beta Iota Leadership 
Circle 
($50,000-$99,999)
Eugene Clary Foundation	

Distinguished Alumni 
Society 
($25,000-$49,999)
J. Michael McCarthy	 1968
Albert Thornton Jr.	 1968
Tom Noonan	 1983

True Merit Society 
($10,000-$24,999)
Joel Cowan	 1958
Thomas Dozier Jr.	 1964
H. Grady Thrasher III	 1964
Bill Mallory	 1965
Bruce McEver	 1966
John Robertson	 1966
John Uttenhove	 1968
W. Thomas Smith Jr.	 1969
Fred Crowe	 1971
Thomas Avery	 1975
Charles Bailes III	 1975
Donald Nickell Jr.	 1975
Leo Schlinkert	 1980
John Simmons	 1988
Walter Ehmer	 1989
James Hamilton	 1993
Dr. David Gallagher	 1994

The Omega Club 
($5,000-$9,999)
Richard Boggs	 1965
John Tuten	 1965
Lee Shults	 1966
David Simpson	 1967
William Viehman	 1969
Neil Anderson	 1972
Ralph Bouton III	 1972
Melton Hood	 1972

J. Vernon O’Neal Jr.	 1979
R. Keith Chambless	 1980
Andrew Meyer	 1980
Stephen Wyngarden	1980
David Deiters	 1982
Patrick Taylor	 1984
Louis Todd III	 1984
John Wells	 1984
William Mizell	 1987
Gregory Rollings	 1989
Paul Menk	 1982
Blake Moret	 1985
Benjamin Hartman	 1995

The Tau Club 
($2,500-$4,999)	
The Honorable Orson 
Swindle III	 1959
William Brown (Nick)	1961
Clarence (Chubby) 
Williams Jr.	 1963
Robert Allen	 1964
Hoke S. Brannen Jr.	 1967
Frederick Tyler Jr.	 1968
Patrick Glisson	 1969
Hugh Rice III	 1969
 A. Wayne Luke	 1972
Robert Jamison	 1975
J. Scott Stewart	 1975
Stephen Necessary	 1978
Mark Miller	 1980
 Andrew Segal	 1993
James Warren III	 1994
Chadwick Vickery	 1997
	
The Alpha Club 
($1,000-$2,499)
Douglas Wren	 1969
Jeffrey Cole	 1988
Scott Holliman	 1993
Peter Stewart	 2005
Mark Massee	 1975
Kenneth Carter	 1959
Jamie Boswell	
Jess Newbern III	 1965
Ronald Stallings	 1965
Thomas Barker	 1966

Joseph Crowe	 1966
Donald Smith	 1967
Julius Shivers III	 1968
John S. Thibadeau Jr.	1969
Wayne Webb Jr.	 1970
 James Thibadeau	 1971
Allen Carrington	 1975
Mickey Smith III	 1975
Robert Viguet	 1980
Ben Raney	 1982
 James Cusick	 1987
Nathan Gallant	 1999
Carl Wilson	 2010

Other
Edward McDowell Jr.	1957
Ira Haddock Jr.	 1967
 Stanley Lumsden	 1979
Scott Bancroft	 2008
Joel Blake	 2008
Steve Hand	 2008
Chris Johnson	 2008
Evan Partridge	 2008
Rishad Patel	 2008
Kabir Barday	 2009
Derek Carlson	 2009
William Cooke	 2009
Michael Depa	 2009
Ryan Ely	 2009
Andrew Heck	 2009
Alex Janus	 2009
Robert Lillibridge	 2009
Brad Smith	 2009
James Taylor	 2009
Michael Buzaki	 2010
David Gambone	 2010
Michael Goodman	 2010
Brandon Mattix	 2010
Rafael Moreno	 2010
Abhi Sharma	 2010
Drew Shealy	 2010
George Shida Jr.	 2010
Matthew Williams	 2010
Michael Buckley	 2011
Chris DiRubio	 2011
James Eick	 2011

Dainius Gaska	 2011
Roman Gorokhov	 2011
Conrad Grajerak	 2011
Ben Hartline	 2011
Thomas Martin	 2011
Michael Miles	 2011
Nicholas Mills	 2011
Thomas Montanye	 2011
Alex Symonds	 2011
John Trundt	 2011
Jari Becker	 2012
Warren Dantzler	 2012
Daniel Davis	 2012
Kenny Dumont	 2012
Antonio Elosua	 2012
George Eragoras	 2012
Sean Floyd	 2012
Zachary Gassman	 2012
Matt Gilstrap	 2012
Robby Graham	 2012
Wes Heidelberg	 2012
Scott Johnson	 2012
Wooseok Kim	 2012
Matthew Kogan	 2012
Brian Kull	 2012
James Lofgren	 2012
Christopher Perry	 2012
Otis Roberts	 2012
Jeremy Schmid	 2012
Rahul Singhal	 2012
Taylor Soop	 2012
Robert Zushma	 2012
Ryan LaRocca	 2013
Sam Lindsey	 2013
Christian Radakovich	2013
David Nesbitt	 2014
David I. Lanier	 1981
 Cecil Phillips	 1955
John Howton	 1973 

Reflects pledges and gifts 
received as of June 23, 2010.
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Beta Iota Capital Campaign Surpasses 
 $600,000 Mark! Details Inside...

From the Archives 
Love old photos? So do we. That’s why 
we need your help to build our photo 
archives.
	 Send the best pictures from your 
era to content@affinityconnection.
com, and we’ll post them to our on-
line photo albums. Be sure to include 
a description of the event so we can 
include the caption or story.
	 We love this great picture we came 
across in the 1952 edition of Blueprint. 
The caption reads “The hell of ‘tell or hell.’”

•	 House pride compliance
•	 Budget support for critical maintenance 

items
•	 Room rents/contracts
•	 Chapter budget review
•	 Maintenance inspections
•	 Problem resolution compliance

What Projects have been Completed to 
Date?
Thanks to gifts from the brothers listed on 
page 3, we have been able to redo/rework 
all HVAC systems, pay off a $28,000 line 
of credit, and begin work on a $78,000 
sprinkler system to be installed this 
summer.

Why should I be a Part of All This?
Aside from being our “safe haven from the 
hill,” ATO was a wonderful development 
experience for all of us…we grew up, 
ran our own show, made lifelong friends 
and formed bonds of brotherhood that 
cannot be duplicated. We gathered there, 
lived there, ate there and yes, partied 

there. Many of us met our spouses there. 
If you were to ask those of us who have 
committed to this project why we did so, 
you would probably hear, “I made a gift 
of time, talent and treasure to honor my 
ATO experience at Tech and to give current 
and future brothers an opportunity for this 
same experience.”

What is Needed from Our Alumni Base?
It’s simple. We need gifts, we need help 
securing gifts and we need folks who will 
roll up their sleeves and work with the 
chapter to make and protect improvements.

I hope you will reflect on all of this and 
come view this as Orson Swindle ’59 did 
when he said, “My pleasant obligation to 
help.”
	 Contact me anytime at 770-403-8417 
or JohnRobertson@wafflehouse.com.

Have specific questions? Contact your 
class agent. Find a list at  
www.atogatech.org.

Capital Campaign Update
(Continued from Page 1)


