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UPCOMING EVENT

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Spring Game 
April 18

President
Scott Johnson 
(Pledge Class ’06)

Vice President 
Matt Williams ’06 

Secretary
Dave Gambone ’06 

Treasurer
Tommy Montanye ’06 

House Manager
Ben Hartline ’06 

Kitchen Manager
Evan Partidge ’06 

Social Chair
Sam Lindsey ’07 

Rush Chair
George Evagoras ’07 

Scholarship Chair
Brandon Mattix ’06 

Alumni Relations Chair
Brian Kull ’07 

Philanthropy Chair 
John Trundt ’07 

Risk Management Chair
Michael Miles ’07 

In October’s issue of the Gazette, we talked 
about the need to conduct a $1.5 million 
capital campaign to address significant problems 
and issues affecting the house and chapter.

 We must install a fire sprinkler system 
mandated by ATO National before Jan. 1, 
2012. We also need to address “livability” issues 
with the roof, bathrooms and HVAC systems. 
(This directly affects our competitiveness with 
other houses.)

 This fall we began to raise funds to invest 
in the future of our 90-year-old house and our 
121-year-old chapter.

 Our mortgage debt has left the chapter 
and Beta Iota unable to address day-to-day 
maintenance and upkeep issues. It must be 
eliminated.

 A capital maintenance account is needed to 
tackle problems that inevitably happen to older 
structures.

 Our estimated renovation costs are as 
follows:

Sprinkler system $250,000
Roof, baths & HVAC $500,000
Mortgage debt $650,000
Maintenance account $100,000

Total $1,500,000

We began work on our campaign this fall to 
assemble the fundraising team and to secure 
lead gifts prior to our general appeal. We have 
made some progress during some tough times.

 We have obtained pledges and gifts totaling 
$270,750 as follows:

• $247,750 from 21 alumni (five-year pledge 
period)

• $23,000 from the entire active chapter 
(pledge period beginning upon graduation)

• We have gained the commitment and 
support of ERA Captains and Class Agents to 
cover most of our alumni base.

 There is much left to do, and the time to 
get it done is short. We need to raise the money 
and do the work in the next two years to meet 
our deadlines and keep the house livable and 
the chapter strong. Others have done it recently 
(Sigma Nu raised $3 million for a new house). 
Surely, we can raise $1.5 million to put things 
on a sound footing and address problems 
beyond the control or responsibility of the 
active chapter.

 The actives are “on board” with what we are 
trying to do and have put “their money” into 
the pot. They are a great group whom all of you 
need to get to know—you would be proud of 
them. You will be getting the call soon, asking 
for your support in time, talent and treasure. 
Please contact me if you have questions or want 
to help at 770-403-8417 or  
johnrobertson@wafflehouse.com.

“There is much left to do, and the 
time to get it done is short.”

The Beta Iota Capital Campaign: Preserving Your Legacy, 
Ensuring Our Future

Building a Two-Year Plan of Action to Keep the House Livable and the 
Chapter Strong

By John Robertson ’63
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NEWS FROM ATO
Have you lost your ATO 
badge? Contact ATO National 
Headquarters at 317-684-1865 
to order a new replacement 
badge with your badge 
number engraved on the back 
for only $25.
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The 1950s at Georgia Tech were truly 
epic. Legendary Coach Bobby Dodd 
fielded football teams with great players 
and winning records. Major bowl games 
were attended every year. The students and 
alumni loved to sing that most rousing and 
famous song, “I’m a ramblin’ wreck from 
Georgia Tech and a hell of an Engineer..
I drink my whiskey clear…oh if I had a 
daughter, I’d dress her in white and gold 
and put her on the campus to cheer the 
brave and bold.” 

 At that time, the students and alumni 
never dreamed that their daughters and girls 
would be Yellow Jacket students. Cheer and 
party yes, students no. Engineering and 
drinking was for men. It was unthinkable.

 Paula Stevenson found only a handful of 
women students when she arrived in 1954. 
The current male students mostly giggled 
and joked at the females’ presence. The rival 
Bulldogs loved it; they still make jokes about 
their vision of female engineer students. 

 Due to the intelligence and understand-
ing nature of the Beta Iota ATO brothers, 
Paula, a southern beauty who refused to join 
the newly formed sorority at Tech, was made 

to feel welcome at the ATO house. Paula 
applied to be a majorette with the Georgia 
Tech band. At that time 
the Murphy High School 
majorettes performed with 
the Tech band. Paula was 
allowed to be a majorette 
only if she agreed to play 
an instrument in the Tech 
band, which she did for 
four years. 

 Paula, as a friend 
to all the brothers and 
a regular visitor at 
the house, joined the 
festivities at parties. 
Today many of the 
brothers have said that 
Paula was like a sister and a friend. 

 And so it was fitting that those broth-
ers officially make Paula a member of our 
chapter. At the 2008 Homecoming celebra-
tion, the Beta Iota class of 1958 named 
Paula Stevenson Humphreys an Honorary 
Member of our chapter.

 Paula said, “Because of my buddies 
Harley Mathews ’58 and Sam Franklin 

’58, I got involved with the ATOs. I really 
felt like a brother even then and was aston-

ished and thrilled to be made an hon-
orary one 50 years later. 
They are the best men 
in the world! I am look-
ing forward to the 2009 
ATO football weekend.”

 When she was in 
school, Paula was 
awarded two scholarships: 
the Women’s Chamber 
of Commerce and the 
AATCC. As a student, 
Paula was the first major-
ette, the maid of honor 
to the 1956 Sugar Bowl 
queen, and the queen of 

Engineers’ Week in 1957. She was also the 
first woman elected to the student council, 
the Ramblin’ Reck Club and Who’s Who 
from Tech. She graduated in 1958 with a 
degree in Textile Engineering.

 Today, Paula Stevenson Humphreys is an 
Adjunct Lecturer in Chemistry at Borough 
of Manhattan Community College, City 
University of New York in NYC.

Paula Stevenson Humphreys Named Honorary Member of Beta Iota
As One of Tech’s First Female Students, Paula Became One of the ATOs in the Early 1950s

By Nathan Sears ’58

With plenty of exciting things going on at 
the Beta Iota house, it is a great time to be 
an ATO brother! This past summer, we won 
our second consecutive True Merit Award, 
which is awarded to a few top ATO chapters 
in the nation. We are working hard to not 
only win another True Merit award this year, 
but also to put ourselves in position to win 
the overall Top Chapter award within the 
next year or two. 

 After initiating our new brothers earlier 
this semester, we are looking forward to a 
spring semester full of excitement. We already 
had our progressive dinner with ZTA to raise 
money for Relay for Life, are volunteering in 

philanthropy events such as the Charles Harris 
Run for Leukemia and are even planning our 
very own major spring philanthropy event 
called “Buzz Off”! 

 In the next month, the chapter will attend 
formal in Charleston, SC and hold our 
annual Viking Party. One major initiative in 
our house right now is the improvement of 
our curb appeal. The brothers are working 
extremely hard right now to enhance the 
general look from the outside of the house 
and yard so we can have a great looking 
ATO when the 2009 football season rolls 
around and Paul Johnson leads us to another 
incredible season of Georgia Tech football. 

Beta Iota Wins Second Consecutive True Merit Award
Chapter is Planning its Own Philanthropy Event: “Buzz Off”

By Scott Johnson

CHAPTER REPORT

Brothers celebrating as a rushee accepts his bid 
to be a pledge
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Bruce McEver ’66 had already held a high 
regard for Georgia Tech before he arrived 
on campus with a four year Navy ROTC 
scholarship in 1962.

 As a young freshman, Bruce felt he 
needed to find a place away from home, 
but knew he didn’t want to live in the 
dorms. And growing up with just a sister 
at home, he was in search of a brotherhood 
he had never experienced before.

 “[At Georgia Tech] it was either frat life 
or nothing at all,” he said.

 So his search brought him to the 
doorsteps of Alpha Tau Omega.

 “It was a great group of guys, it was a 
very diverse group in those days,” Bruce 
said on deciding to rush ATO. “It was not 
only [guys with] scholarships, but it was 
athletics, leadership…it was across the 
board.”

 As for the fraternity party scene, Bruce 
said it treated him “pretty well.”

 “At that time at Tech it was a desert of 
social and intellectual achievement, so we 
needed a way to get away,” he said.

 Bruce lived in the ATO house his 
sophomore and junior years at Georgia 
Tech. During his senior year, he took 
advantage of the opportunity to study as 
exchange student for a year in Hannover, 
Germany at the Technische Hochschule.

 But back in the States with ATO, the 
experience of pledge week was one of his 
most memorable times as a brother. It 
taught him a lot about himself and about 
being a part of a group.

 “Pledge week teaches you team spirit,” 
he said. “We came together as a group, 
went through the experiences together. It’s 
[a lot] like that today in my job.”

 Being a part of ATO really helped 
Bruce gain social skills and learn to be 
more outgoing, something that has helped 
him immensely in his life and his career.

 As a student, Bruce studied Aerospace 
Engineering, but soon found out that he 
“just didn’t get that one.” He switched 
over to pursuing a major in Industrial 
Engineering. At the time, Georgia Tech 
didn’t offer any liberal arts electives to 
students, so he immediately dove into 
the study of his major. Since then, Bruce 
has had a great hand in helping to make 
more liberal arts electives available for the 
students at Georgia Tech.

 Although Bruce is no longer in the 
Atlanta area, he does get back occasionally 
to visit his alma mater. 

 After receiving his bachelor’s degree, 
Bruce went on to further his education and 
receive his MBA from Harvard Business 
School.

 Two years after the Vietnam War, as 
a Lieutenant, USN, Bruce worked on the 
staff of the Secretary of Defense in the 
Systems Analysis Department. 

 Bruce also served as the Assistant to the 
Chairman of Pain Webber Group Inc. for 
mergers and acquisitions. That would be 
where Bruce found his true calling.

 “[At Paine Webber] I had a very 
domineering and egocentric boss,” he 
said. “I became very tired of working for 
someone else.”

 It was then that Bruce decided to 
start his own company, Berkshire Capital. 
Since 1983, Berkshire Capital has been 
“pioneering the concept of providing 
independent merger, acquisition, and 
strategic advisory services for investment 
managers and securities firms.”

 Bruce also found time to become a 
part-time student at the Harvard Divinity 
School, where he is also a member of 
the Dean’s Council. In Divinity School, 
Bruce is learning business across religious 
traditions.

 “Harvard is the most diverse of 
Divinity schools,” he said. “[It] teaches 
business people how to be sensitive with 
other religions.”

 Although he has a lot of responsibilities 
and commitments, Bruce is very happy 

with his life and career. The only thing he 
wishes he had is more time to be able to do 
everything that he has to do.

 Currently, Bruce lives in Salisbury, CT. 
His wife, Christina is a surgeon in New 
York and he has two step-sons. He doesn’t 
have much “free time,” but he does enjoy 
reading and writing poetry of his own.

 As an alumnus of the fraternity, he 
believes it is his responsibility, as well as 
others, to ensure that ATO continues to 
function and thrive on the Georgia Tech 
campus. 

 He also wants current brothers to be 
aware and open their horizons.

 “[My advice to current brothers is] 
study hard, read more, turn off the TV, 
be open to experiences, even international 
experiences, and be open to other 
religions,” he said.

 Bruce will always hold a special place in 
his heart for ATO. The fraternity opened 
up a lot of opportunities for him and made 
him do things he otherwise would have 
never done. It enriched his life and made 
the Tech experience more bearable.

 “[ATO] was my home away from 
home,” he said, “it was a brotherhood, it 
was like a partnership, and I try to do that 
in my business too.”

Taking on the Responsibility to Ensure ATO Continues to Thrive at Tech
For Bruce McEver ’66, the Fraternity Enriched His Life
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Bruce McEver ’66 

“[ATO] was my home away from 
home…it was a brotherhood,”
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Beta Iota Wins Second True Merit Award in a Row, a 
1958 Sweetheart is Named our Honorary Member, and 
We’re Embarking on a Two-Year Campaign to Preserve 

the House…All Inside!

ALPHA TAU OMEGA FRATERNITY
GEORGIA TECH
Alumni Relations Processing Center
P.O. Box 7007
Albert Lea, MN 56007-8007
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As many of you know, Ronnie King ’67 
passed away on January 12th. He was 
diagnosed with Stage 4 appendiceal cancer 
one year ago and underwent a very difficult 
round of chemotherapy, followed by surgery 
at the University of Maryland conducted by 
Dr. Alexander, the leading expert in appen-
diceal cancer in the country. A subsequent 
scan in late summer was very encourag-
ing and Ronnie started one final round of 
chemo this fall, prior to the wedding of 
daughter Emmy on November 8th.

 All the joy over Ronnie’s recovery was 
short lived. After Thanksgiving, Ronnie 
went in for a procedure to remove scar tis-
sue blocking his intestine where they found 
the cancer had returned aggressively. On 
the advice of the medical team, Ronnie and 
Gail made the decision to forgo additional 
treatment and he was moved to Atlanta 
Hospice. Ronnie, Gail and their three chil-

dren (Ron, Kelly and Emmy) have been 
role models and caregivers to their many, 
many friends through this entire ordeal.

 Randy Carroll, a fellow Yellow Jacket 
baseball player and longtime friend and 
business associate of Ronnie’s, and Kessel 
Stelling, President of the Bank of North 
Georgia, have headed a drive to establish 
the Ronnie King Baseball Scholarship Fund 
which requires $125,000 minimum. Bill 
Viehman ’69 and I would like to encour-
age as many of the ATOs as possible to 
contribute. This would be a great tribute to 
Ronnie, Georgia Tech and to ATO.

 If you would like to contribute, mail 
your check payable to “Alexander Tharpe 
Fund, Inc.” to:

Mr. Jim Hall
Associate Athletic Director
Georgia Tech Athletic Association

150 Bobby Dodd Way., N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30332-0455

 Write “Ronnie King Baseball 
Scholarship Fund” in the memo line. To 
ensure that contributions are directed to 
the Ronnie King Baseball Scholarship 
Fund, please send an email to either Bill 
(bill.viehman@perkinswill.com) or me 
(rpb@thestep.com) simply stating you have 
made a contribution (no need to mention 
the amount). This will allow us to follow 
up with Jim Hall to properly designate the 
gift. We thank you in advance for your 
generosity to a great cause for a wonderful 
brother, friend and human being.

 

Visit www.atogatech.org for a link to 
Ronnie’s obituary.

Tech Baseball Scholarship Established in Memory of Ronnie King ’67 
ATO Brothers Encouraged to Financially Support Scholarship Drive

By Rich Boggs ’62
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Beta Iota is hoping to win Top Chapter from 

National this year. Read more updates from 

the chapter on page 2.
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