
• Used more durable wall materials and
outside trim

• Replaced the sewer line to the main 

• Raised enough money to eliminate
construction debt and create a capital
maintenance account system. We ended
up with $700,000 in debt and no ability
to address maintenance issues that always
come up unexpectedly in an old house

• Set up better systems and controls to
focus the chapter on working on what
was within our financial capacity to
manage and undertake

Since taking on a mortgage of over
$700,000, the chapter has struggled just to
pay Beta Iota for mortgage principal and
interest, insurance and property taxes. This 
has left no budget for employees to assist in
keeping a 10,000-square-foot facility clean and
maintained. It has also left limited funds for
either Beta Iota Corporation or the chapter to
address HVAC, roof and bathroom issues. In
the end, it has led to a loss of pride in our
house amongst all of us – active and alumni.
We are going to fix all of this.

This academic year we will be launching
a Capital Campaign in order to address these 

Continued on Page 2.

I am excited to share a new vision that the
Beta Iota Board of Trustees and the chapter
have adopted as a goal for the brotherhood.
This summer we began the process of re-
establishing a new living and learning
environment at the ATO house that most of
us enjoyed during our active years – a safe,
well-maintained, clean, comfortable, inviting
place to live and visit. 

Those of us who lived at the ATO house
in the 50s, 60s and 70s know what I mean.
We were debt free and enjoyed a recently
renovated house with five full-time
employees helping us keep it presentable. We
took pride in it, worked at it and passed that
expectation and tradition along from pledge
class to pledge class. Everyone I’ve spoken
with – actives and alumni alike – have
embraced this idea of a new ATO house and
have committed to making it happen. They
want to preserve their legacy and provide for
ensuring the future of ATO at Tech.

“We intend to raise enough money
to retire our debt and set-up a

Capital Maintenance Fund.”

Many of you will ask, “How did we get
where we are today?” I have been involved
since being initiated in the 60s and can
provide an overview. First off, the renovation
10 years ago on our 70-year-old house didn’t
get the job done due to limited finances. 
If the appropriate funds been available we
would have:

• Replaced the roof

• Installed “prison grade” bathrooms –
not residential

• Installed a fire suppression system (now
mandated from ATO National)

Ensuring the Beta Iota Legacy at 205 Fourth St.

www.atogatech.org
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FALL 2008 
PLEDGE CLASS

Chris DiRubio
New Cannan, CT

Antonio Elosua
Monterrey, Mexico

Sean Floyd
Fredericksburg, VA

Michael Gordon
Fayetteville, AR

Robby Graham
Tampa, FL

Wes Heidelberg
Powder Springs, GA

Matt Kogan
Atlanta, GA

Ryan LaRoca
Peachtree City, GA

Nitish Meka
Atlanta, GA

Chris Perry
Atlanta, GA

Christian Radakovich
Atlanta, GA

Jeremy Schmid
Atlanta, GA

Rahul Singhal
Marietta, GA

Taylor Soop
Grayson, GA

Evan Thomas
Dawsonville, GA

Mike Then
Victor, NY

Colin Vanatta
Orlando, FL

ON THE WEB

ALUMNI REPORT

Beta Iota to Initiate Major Renovation & Improvement  Effort

Not Yet Registered 
on Our Web Site?

Then sign up today to have full
access to the latest news, event
details, photo albums, message
board topics and much more.

It’s easy!
1. Go to www.atogatech.org.
2. Click on ‘First Time Login’.
3. Enter your last name.
4. Select your record.
5. Enter your Member ID

(found above your name
and address on this
newsletter).

By John Robertson ’66 

This summer we began the process of reestablishing a
new living and learning environment at the ATO house.



ranking us 5th among 36 fraternities on
campus. Forty-four brothers were named to
the Dean’s list, which totals more than half
of our active brothers. Four members
received perfect 4.0s.

Last spring, ATO was the top
organization donor to Relay for Life at
Georgia Tech, a philanthropy organization
that benefits cancer victims. We teamed up
with Zeta Tau Alpha and raised close to

$10,000. We hope to continue 
this tradition of helping the American
Cancer Society with its cause.

Our annual alumni dinner has a
special twist this year, as Joe Rogers Jr. 
will be our special guest. He is the
Chairman and CEO of Waffle House 
and will be speaking at our event on
Monday, October 27.

The fall semester is off to a great start at
ATO! Beta Iota won a True Merit Chapter
award for the second year in a row, a
recognition given to the top ATO chapters
across the country. We are now in the
running for Top Chapter!

Fall recruitment efforts resulted in 17
outstanding new members. See their names
listed on page 1.

The current house GPA is 3.08,

2 www.atogatech.org October 2008

Heraldic Cross Club 
($500-$999.99)
William H. Lewis 1982

Azure & Old Gold Club 
($250-$499.99)
William R. Collins Jr. 1957
Richard O. Brinkman 1971

The 1865 Circle ($186.50)
Brian S. Brown 1950

White Tea Rose Club 
($100-$186.49)
Nancy S. Williams 
Jean R. D. Hecht 1945
Calvin Johnson 1947
Willard H. Lariscy Jr. 1951
Robert F. Fowler Jr. 1954
Montgomery E. Thorne 1955

F. Sib Bryan Jr. 1960
J. Cecil Green 1960
William D. Ramsbottom 1960
John W. Adams Jr. 1961
Grady G. Barnwell Jr. 1962
Robert O. Allen 1964
Ronald E. Rich 1964
Lee Shults 1966
Dan Evans 1967
Hugh L. Rice III 1969
Keith D. Peterson Jr. 1970
Neil Anderson 1972
Melton W. Hood 1972
Cliff M. Culberson 1973
Joseph G. Francis Jr. 1973
N. Frank Dixon III 1982
R. Ling Graves Jr. 1984
James J. Bynum III 1985
Robert G. Williams 1985

Beta Iota Supporter 
($50-$99.99)
James F. Scott 1941
Edwin C. Hill 1945
John H. Tucker 1949
Paul M. Nichols 1952
Hayne D. McCondichie 1953
Robert Clement 1954
Guy Jackson Jr. 1954
Albert R. Fowlkes 1955
Cecil R. Phillips 1955
Robert H. Stickley 1956
John M. Cervetti 1957
Richard E. Collett 1958
John M. Goodloe 1958
Kenneth J. Gillam 1960
John E. Robertson 1966
Robert V. Phillips Sr. 1967
John R. Herrig 1968

Chas E. Carter III 1970
John M. McGhee 1974
James E. Cusick 1987
R. Todd Evans 1987
William Van Waters IV 1996

Other (Up to $49.99)
Richard D Vaughan 1951
Richard E. Cotton 1954
Charles M. Hutcheson 1957
John R. Howard Jr. 1959
Stephen W. Worsham 1959
Berner F. Wilson 1961
Howard L. Gardner 1965
James M. Thibadeau 1971
William C. Mizell 1987

Reflects gifts received as of 
October 14, 2008.

Thank you to the following alumni for helping us to get a great start 
to the 2008-09 giving year! Since September 1, we have raised $5,071 to the 

annual fund. Help us continue this great momentum and add your name 
to the list by making a gift at www.atogatech.org or by calling 800-975-6699.

Beta Iota is in the Running for Top ATO Chapter

With 17 New Members, a 3.08 GPA and More Than Half of Actives Making 
Dean’s List, Chapter Earned Its Recognition of a True Merit Chapter

CHAPTER REPORT

2008-09 ANNUAL FUND

3. All undergraduate brothers are making
a pledge of financial support payable
upon graduation

4. We are installing a sprinkler system
and fixing the roof, eaves, bathrooms
and HVAC system. 

5. We intend to raise enough money to
retire our debt and set-up a Capital
Maintenance Fund. 

6. We are also creating a new main-
tenance system, as well as reviewing

our finances, budgets and room rates.

I hope reading this that you are as
excited as I am. I know this is an important
issue for all of you as Beta Iota alumni.
Dozens of committed volunteers are
working on this initiative and I ask for
your support in time, talent and treasure
when you get the call. 

If you’re interested in  learning more
about or helping with this project, feel free to
contact me  at 770-403-8417 or emailing me
at johnrobertson@wafflehouse.com.

Continued from Page 1.
improvement and maintenance issues. 
Below is a preview of where we are headed:

1. The chapter has pledged to do a
much better job keeping the house
picked up, clean and orderly. 

2. The chapter has adopted a “House
Code of Conduct” and is ready 
and willing to adopt whatever comes
out of our Finance/Maintenance
System Review.

ALUMNI REPORT CONT.
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and President.
Bill’s second

career began when
two friends and
business associates
asked him to start a
business. He is now
one of the owners of
Collins and Arnold –
a construction

company which deals
with commercial institution and industrial
work. It’s a “family-like” business where
most of their loyal employees enjoy their
work and have been with the company 
for 15-40 years.

Several years ago, Orson Swindle ’59, 
a friend of years past, was a key speaker at
an ATO convention in Atlanta. Bill and his
friend Joel Cowan ’58, travelled to the
convention to hear their friend speak about
his experiences as a POW in the Vietnam
War. Afterwards, they got together to
reminisce about their college days. Not
having the opportunity to see friends often,
they decided to organize an annual reunion
encompassing many of the men graduating
in the 1950s.

Every year, the reunion is organized
around a home football game. Filling two
boxes in the stadium, they have the
opportunity to enjoy the game and relive
ATO memories. After the game, the party
continues with cocktails and dinner at the
Georgia Tech Hotel. What started as a
small gathering has grown to a large
reunion of 50-100 people (family and
friends included). The men stay connected
through emails and phone calls and their
list is growing every year.

Still enjoying his Atlanta roots, Bill
and Jackie have three children and five
grandchildren. Bill and Jackie met while he
was at Tech and she was attending O’Keefe
High School on the GA Tech campus.

Their oldest son Mike, an ATO at
Georgia Southern, has one son, Blake (14).
Following her dad to Tech, Bill’s daughter
Karen (Alpha Delta Pi) is married to Mark
Thurman (Sigma Chi, Georgia Tech) and
they have two children who also attend
Tech, Claire (Alpha Delta Pi) and Ryan
(Beta Theta Pi). Bill’s youngest son, Matt -

also an ATO at Tech, and his wife have two
children, Christina (8) and Carolyn (6).

In his spare time, Bill enjoys quail and
pheasant hunting. He and his wife also
enjoy travelling the world. This past
summer they explored China, before the
hustle and bustle of the Olympics. Plans
for the Christmas holidays include an
extended family vacation to New Zealand
and Australia, with two of their children
and three grandchildren. Bill and Jackie
have been travelling the world with their
children for many years, including trips to
South Africa, Zambia, Peru and the
Amazon River.

Sometimes it’s difficult to understand
the impact that the college and fraternity
experience have on your life when you are
living it day to day. Bill now feels an ethical
and social obligation to give back to those
who have helped in his life, and are still
there today. He is grateful for the
relationships that he built and the friends
that he made over 50 years ago and now it’s
time to give back.

“We should all give back to the
organizations that help prepare us for life.”
Bill supports both ATO and Georgia Tech
because these organizations prepared him
for a very successful life. Maybe it was
because he didn’t do near enough when he
was there, but now it’s easier for him and
he feels a stronger obligation than other
people might have.

“You can run into an ATO anywhere 
in the world. There is an immediate
connection and you have something in
common with people that you have never
met before. Anyone can support the
university and the fraternity. All you need to
do is come back. Keep in contact with each
other by email, find out what is going on,
and really try to get more involved in ATO.”
Bill believes that it is important for brothers
to return to campus, visit ATO and feel the
responsibility that they have there.

Want to catch up with Bill? Send him 
an email at wrcollins1@aol.com. 

Not all of us are lucky enough to have a
marriage and friendships that have lasted
50 years, but Bill Collins ’57 certainly is.
Getting ready to celebrate his 50th
wedding anniversary this December, Bill
and his wife Jackie, can celebrate with
family and friends that have been with
them for the better part of their lives.

Being a native of Atlanta, Bill didn’t
live on campus during his years at Georgia
Tech. During his freshman year, he took 
the opportunity to meet new people and
explore the many fraternity options that
were available at the time. Befriending
several men who were already members of
ATO, Bill found that with these friends and
the organization, was where he belonged.

“You can run into an ATO
anywhere in the world. There 
is an immediate connection 
and you have something in
common with people that 

you have never met before.”

Bill’s favorite memories at ATO took
place during the Wednesday meetings
followed by a steak and fries supper. 
He enjoyed the time he spent with the
brothers, getting to know them and
enjoying their company. Not living at the
house, these dinners and time spent there
between classes were great opportunities for
Bill to become deeply rooted in ATO life. 

Also participating in intramural sports,
Bill enjoyed the years where ATO won the
IFC All Sports Trophy several times in a
row. He was a member of the winning
football, track and softball teams.

Not knowing exactly what he wanted
to do after graduation, Bill spent his first
years out of Tech at the Martin Company,
which is now Martin Marietta, and a brief
career in the Army. After the Army, Bill
returned to school and completed a
graduate degree in management. With a
graduate degree in hand, he then went on
to work for a small construction company,
The Pinkerton and Laws Company.
Finding his niche in the construction
business, Bill stayed on with them for 
32 years, eventually becoming their CEO

“We Should All Give Back to the Organizations that Help Prepare Us for Life”

Bill Collins ’57 Shares the Impact ATO Had on Him

ALUMNI PROFILE

Bill Collins – 1957
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4610; msmith6127@aol.com) Kathy and I
became grandparents on September 18th
with the births of Landon and Addison to
our daughter Christin, who lives in Monroe
with her husband Josh.

Will McKnight ’79

(2417 McDowell St., Augusta, GA 30904;
WDMCK@aol.com) I have four daughters.
Two attend Tech, one goes to Georgia, and
the baby is a junior in high school. I’m in the
construction business in Augusta and do
government work in the southeast.

Trey Warren ’93

(4719 Yachtsman Dr., Fernandina Beach, FL
32034-5550; treywarren@yahoo.com)
The members of the fall 1989 Beta Iota pledge
class were able to spend a weekend at Lake
Oconee in Georgia on August 1.  Special
thanks to Chuck Tobias for letting us use his
family’s home. We are planning a larger Fall
1989 Pledge Class dinner during the weekend
of the FSU game (11/01/2008).  If anyone is
interested, please contact me.

Scott Puzzo ’97

(33 Wales Rd, Stafford Springs, CT 06076-
3518; spuzzo@swanhvac.com) I have been a
sales engineer in the HVAC industry ever
since graduation starting in Boston and
ending up in Connecticut where I currently
am. This summer I got married to Michelle
Bussiere, who I had dated for over 2 years.
Many of my fraternity brothers were there to
help celebrate.

Robert Fowler Jr. ’54

(121 Renegar Way, #106, St. Simons Island,
GA 31522-8870) John Robertson ’66, thank
you for your long effort in keeping this going. 

Harry Middlebrooks ’61

(19013 Community St., Northridge, CA
91324-4405; middles5479@sbcglobal.net)
I’m still performing and writing songs. My
song, “Spooky,” which I co-wrote many years
ago, allows me the freedom to pick and
choose my jobs. I’ve been fortunate to work
with some of the best people (Elvis, Glen
Campbell, Sammy Davis, etc.). My life
continues to be interesting and exciting - 
and often full of surprises. And I enjoy
occasionally hearing from my some of my
great Beta Iota friends.

Jesse Smith III ’75

(110 SW 5th Ter., Crystal River, FL 34429-

’50s

’60s

’90s

We hope to see you for a Yellow
Jackets game this season!

Pictured: Back, L to R:  Mike Sheridan, 
David Gallagher, Chuck Tobias, John (Bunyon)

Williams; Front, L to R:  Trey Warren, Chip 
Marvin, Scott Holliman and Geoff Beakley.

’70s
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