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The Board of Trustees has begun 2007 with 
many new members, including a new Chapter 
Executive Board.   The new chapter officer’s 
are eager to continue the hard work of their 
predecessors and lead 
the chapter throughout 
the coming year.  The 
new chapter Worthy 
Master, Derek Carlson 
’08, is a familiar face to 
the Board having served 
as chapter Treasurer.  
The Board looks forward to working with him 
and the rest of the chapter.

Some of the recent business discussed at the 
Board meetings has included the current status 
of the chapter, condition of the house, and 
the newly created Whit Knoll Scholarship.  
In attendance at our January meeting, we 
had the honor of two distinguished alumni, 

John Uttenhove ’68 and Whit Knoll ’70 
himself, who wanted to discuss the details of 
the scholarship.  This scholarship will be based 
on leadership achievements and awarded each 

year to an outstanding 
sophomore and 
senior.  The Board 
will interview the 
candidates and assist 
in the selection of the 
recipients.  

The Board would 
like to congratulate one of its members, Eric 
Smith ’99, on the birth of his daughter.  Avery 
Lauren Smith was born on January 10th, 2007.  
This is their first of many children to come 
(according to his wife, Ashley).  Eric has been 
busy as expected, but everyone is doing well.  
Congratulations, Eric and Ashley!

UPCOMING EVENTS
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We would like to thank the 117 
alumni who have contributed a 
collective $10,370 to our annual 
fund this year. Because of their 
support, we have nearly surpassed 
last year’s total contributions – and 
we’re only halfway through the 
giving year! Help us sustain the 
momentum and reach our goal of 
$14,000 by making your donation 
at www.atogatech.org!

Thank You to Our Donors
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BOARD REPORT
The New Year Brings Many New Faces  

to Leadership Positions in the Chapter and Board
Whit Knoll Scholarship will be Awarded Annually  

to an Outstanding Sophomore and Senior 
By Chad Vickery ’97, Chairman

“The new chapter officer’s are eager 
to continue the hard work of their 
predecessors and lead the chapter 

throughout the coming year.”
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Alumni Spring Poker Tournament

October 20, 2007
Homecoming
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PLEDGE LIST
Spring 2007 Beta Iota 

Pledge Class Roster

Evan Partridge ’10
Dunwoody, GA

Tim Wilson ’10
Duluth, GA 

James Taylor ’09
Acworth, GA 

Rohan Thakur ’10
Powder Springs, GA 
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CHAPTER UPDATE

 It’s a very exciting time to be a Beta 
Iota. Coming off our True Merit Honorable 
Mention Award this past summer, we moved 
on to a fall semester that was jam-packed with 
fun and excitement with seven spectacular 
home football games, record attendance at 
our fall Hawaiian Party, fourteen intramural 
athletic teams, two band parties, a relaxing 
weekend in Pigeon Forge for our fall 
semiformal, and the ever present thrill of 
Georgia Tech classes. In addition, we also said 
goodbye to part of the Beta Iota landscape 
with the loss of one of our massive oaks out 
front to wood borers.  

 Continuing the momentum from the 
fall, we started the spring with a fresh new 
Executive Board and twenty-three new 
initiates from the fall. Starting off strong, 
we recruited one of our largest spring pledge 
classes with four members and have already 
had an amazing spring formal in Charleston, 
SC. We’re now keeping ourselves busy with 
the end of basketball season, the beginning 
of baseball season, and the planning of our 
annual Spring Viking Party.  It really is an 
exciting time to be a Beta Iota.

Football, Intramurals, Classes, Parties, Basketball,  
New Initiates and Spring Pledge Class are Keeping 

Brothers Busy
It is an Exciting Time to be a Beta Iota

President 
Derek Carlson ’08 
Chemical Engineering
Vice President 
Chris Johnson ’08 
Management 
Secretary 
Alex Janus ’09  
International Affairs 
Treasurer 
Rishad Patel ’08  
Industrial Engineering
House Manager 
Phil Brzenk ’08  
Management
Kitchen Manager 
Andy Heck ’09  
Electrical Engineering
Social Chair 
Carl Wilson ’09  
Industrial Design
Rush Chair 
Abhi Sharma ’09  
Industrial Engineering
Scholarship Chair 
Casey Hand ’08  
Biomedical Engineering
Alumni Relations Chair 
John Kull ’07  
Building Construction
Philanthropy Chair 
Anand Amin ’10  
Architecture 
Risk Management Chair 
David Nesbitt ’08  
Nuclear and Radiological Engineering
Athletics Chair 
David Shida ’09  
Industrial Engineering 
IFC Representative 
David Wilson ’10  
Computational Media
Campus Activities 
Michael Depa ’09  
Management 
Historian 
David Gambone ’10  
Building Construction
Yard Manager 
Geoff Roe ’09  
Building Construction 
Technology Chair 
Kabir Barday ’10  
Computer Science
Minimum Standards Chair 
Brian Howell ’07  
Management 
Pledge Trainer 
Joel Blake ’08  
Industrial Engineering 

2007 BETA IOTA 
EXECUTIVE  

BOARD ROSTER

Everyone pauses for the camera after the Spring 2007 Pledge Class 
has been pinned.

Several brothers backpacking in the Smokey Mountains  

Our Website Needs Your Photos!
Upload your best shots at www.atogatech.org!
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When Whit Knoll ’70 was rushing, he was 
won over by how real and down-to-earth 
the ATO brothers were. He cherishes his 
active years, and great memories fuel his 
continued involvement in the fraternity. 
When asked what his college life might have 
been like without ATO, Whit balks, “Boring. 
Mundane. Not worth it.”

 Whit lived at the house for 1½ years off 
and on. One of his roommates was John 
McKibbin ’70, and together they played an 
explosive prank on the house. “He and his 
brothers came up with some plastic explosives. 
We scattered them around the house, and 
when someone stepped on them, they 
exploded,” Whit laughs. “It was great.”

 Whit describes a secret bar hidden in 
the ATO house. One wall was completely 
paneled, and one of the panels was a secret 
door that could only be opened by pressing 
a special button around the corner. This 

secret room also had a jukebox, and the 
brothers gathered in the room to listen to 
beach music, have a beer and play a few card 
games. The bonds that formed in those days 
have remained strong over the years. “My 
best friends today are fraternity brothers,” 
Whit says. “That’s probably one of the biggest 
things—that it gave me my best friends.” He 
regularly keeps in touch with John Tulles, 
Bobby Mason ’61, Tash VanDora ’69, John 
McKibbin and Jim Person, who was not a 
brother but was friends with the ATOs.

 Across the street from the ATO house was 
Coca-Cola’s worldwide headquarters, and the 
ATOs had a standing working position there 
that was handed down within the ATOs from 
year to year. Whit was lucky enough to work 

there. “I got to test plastic bottles long before 
they came out,” he remembers. At the time, 
plastic was still an unknown medium. Whit 
got to blow up the bottles with pressure to 
see how much force it could withstand, and 
cut the bottles with diamond saws. Being 
around a product like that can tarnish the 
taste for some, but Whit adamantly states that 
he would never turn to Coke’s competitor. 
“Always Coke over Pepsi, because I live in 
Atlanta,” he says. “It’s almost treason if you 
prefer Pepsi in Atlanta.”

 After graduating with a degree in 
industrial management, Whit got his 
MBA at the University of Texas. He found 
employment in real estate brokerage and has 
been in the real estate business ever since. 

He returned to Atlanta in 1988 and now 
works at Staubach Capital Markets, where 
he specializes in commercial real estate, 
investment sales, and retail properties. Whit 
enjoys the business. “It’s always different, if 
you work hard you can be successful, and it’s 
been really good to me,” he says. 

 Whit is a firm believer in giving back 

to Georgia Tech and ATO. He is an active 
alumnus, attending sporting events and 
participating on the college management 
board and ATO’s Board of Trustees. 
Recently, he pledged to fund a $100,000 trust 
for ATO that will benefit the brotherhood in 
numerous ways. The scholarship will reward 
students exemplifying leadership and will send 
brothers to Leadershape, ATO’s leadership 

training program. It will also pay for a library 
in which the books focus on leadership. “I just 
think it’s good to give back to kids,” Whit 
says. “The whole experience was good for me. 
It was a big part of my life.” 

 Board member John Robertson ’66 says 
Whit’s generosity and dedication are what 
ATO is all about. “The chapter is very excited 
about it and can’t thank him enough for what 
he’s given back,” John says. The Whit Knoll 
Leadership Award, new this year, is also a 
result of Whit’s gift, and recognizes leadership 
developments and accomplishments. Its first 
recipient will be chosen in March.

 Though Whit’s business keeps him busy, 
in his spare time he enjoys world traveling, 
fly fishing in the north Georgia mountains 
and watching college sports at Georgia Tech, 
especially football and basketball. He hopes 
to do more of these things in the future, but 
also looks forward to his new involvement in 
ATO and getting to know the active brothers, 
for which he has already done so much. Whit 
Knoll stands as an exemplary brother to us all.

Generosity Abounds in Whit Knoll ’70, Who Recently Pledged a Substantial Gift  
to ATO That Recognizes Leadership in Brothers

The Trust Provides Scholarships, a Leadership Library and More

ALUMNI PROFILE

When asked what his college life 
might have been like without ATO, 

Whit balks, “Boring. Mundane.  
Not worth it.”

Whit Knoll ’70

“My best friends today are 
fraternity brothers,” Whit says. 

“That’s probably one of the biggest 
things – that it gave me my best 

friends.”

“Whit is a firm believer in giving 
back to Georgia Tech and ATO. 

He is an active alumnus, attending 
sporting events and participating  
on the college management board 

and ATO’s Board of Trustees.”
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Blowing up Coca-Cola bottles, many new 
officers and the Whit Knoll Scholarship 

–details enclosed! 

ALPHA TAU OMEGA FRATERNITY
GEORGIA TECH
Alumni Relations Processing Center
P.O. Box 7007
Albert Lea, MN 56007-8007

Address Service Requested

592-043 SN 

592-043 SN rah

‘50S REUNION 

‘50s Reunion

Joe Stubbs and Ed Davis

John Davis & Cecil Phillips (ATO presidents  
in 1955) & Mike Hull (who gave a beautiful pin  

for WM’s to proudly wear)

Brothers Gevais and Thorne

Holt Garrard

Scenes from the 1950s Reunion
October 26-28, 2006

Visit www.atogatech.org for many more photos!


