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The Board of Trustees recently held the first 
meeting of the semester, and afterwards, 
members of the Board stayed to help the 
chapter with rush by talking to pledges and 
rushees about our 
experiences at Tech and 
the benefits of being 
members of ATO.  

 The Board 
discussed the current 
status of the chapter, 
condition of the 
house, rush progress, 
an alumni golf 
tournament, and the upcoming Homecoming 
weekend.  This meeting also served as a 
brainstorming session of ideas from both the 
alumni and chapter officers.  These ideas will 
be utilized as potential goals for the chapter 
throughout the semester and coming year.  

 The Board of Trustees is encouraged by 
the additions of three young alumni, Vladik 

Rikher ’05, Eric Dalley ’05 and Morgan 
Mullis ’06.  Vladik is a former chapter 
president, Eric is a former chapter vice 
president and Morgan is a former treasurer  

and recent Eugene Clary 
Scholarship recipient.  
All have had previous 
experience serving on 
the Board as chapter 
officers and have already 
shown their willingness 
to make the Board  
a successful part of  
the chapter.  

 The Board is also encouraged by the 
chapter’s recent achievement, the ATO National 
award of True Merit Honorable Mention.   
This is the first time since the award’s inception 
in 1969 that our chapter has been recognized.  
This recognition was accomplished by the hard 
work of the chapter and its officers.  

ON THE WEB

2006 YELLOW  
JACKETS SCHEDULE

 Plan the Perfect 
Tailgate at  

www.atogatech.org

09/02 Notre Dame (L)

09/09 Samford (W)

09/16 Troy  (W)

09/21 Virginia  (W)

09/30 at Virginia Tech

10/07 Maryland

10/21 at Clemson

10/28 Miami (Homecoming)

11/04 at North Carolina State

11/11 at North Carolina

11/18 Duke

11/25 at Georgia

The Beta Iota Corporation would like 
to thank the 146 alumni donors who 
contributed a collective $10,920 to our 
2005-06 annual fund.  While this was a 
great response, we’d like to increase our 
giving totals!  Help us exceed what we’ve 
raised in the past by making your gift today 
to kick off the 2006-07 annual fund.  It’s 
easy.  Just visit www.atogatech.com or call 
800-975-6699 to make your donation.

Thank You to Our Donors
Help Get Our Giving Back Up!

www.atogatech.org
September 2006

ANNUAL FUND

BOARD REPORT
Board of Trustees Enhanced With Addition of Young 

Alumni Volunteers
Recent Graduates to Help Bridge Communications and Activities 

Between Chapter and Alumni Brothers
By Chad Vickery ’97, Board of Trustees Chairman

“All [of the new volunteers] have 
had previous experience serving on 
the Board as chapter officers and 

have already shown their willingness 
to make the Board a successful part 

of the chapter.”
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Our website has all of the 
information you need for pre-
gaming this season.  Check out 
everything from stadium maps 
to tailgating tips in our online 
Tailgating Central.  Invite ATO 
brothers to your party using 
the searchable online directory.

Go Yellow Jackets!
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ALUMNI PROFILE

‘50s REUNION

Beta Iota Brothers from the classes in the era of 1956 are invited to join ATO friends  
in celebration of their 50th reunion during Homecoming weekend October 26-29.

Schedule of events:
 Thursday 10/26: Wine Tasting

 Friday 10/27: Class of 1956 reunion, Georgia Tech Hotel

 Saturday 10/28: Pre-game BBQ at the House, time TBD.  ATOs from all eras are invited  
  to attend. Stay tuned to www.atogatech.com for up-to-the-minute details!

 Sunday 10/29: Brunch, 10 a.m., Georgia Tech Hotel

For further information, contact Harry Stevens ’56 at CHStevens@smig.net, or visit  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GaTechReunions/.  Hope to see you there!

1. What kind of influence has ATO had  
on your life? 
I thought my four years at Tech and ATO 
were like a preliminary exercise on life and 
career. You go from being a low-life as a 
freshman to being a big shot as a senior--a 
condensed version of how you expect your life 
to go. Life with ATO was a microcosm of the 
world, and a good preparation for it. I learned 
a lot about following and leading. What I 
learned had much influence on my career, 
family life, and avocations from then on. 

2. Tell us about your time as ATO  
chapter president.
I was elected president of the Georgia Tech 
chapter in 1954. I was surprised and moved 
by the fraternity vote, as I had not “run” 
for the office or campaigned at all. I remain 
grateful to the brothers for that vote of 
confidence.
 The mid-’50s was the beginning of an era 
of significant change. The Brown versus the 
Board of Education decision in 1954 called 

for desegregation and it affected ATO, like 
it did all other educational organizations. As 
a result, there were some intense discussions 
during many chapter meetings. 
 Economically, it was great. America was in 
the middle of a financial boom. I’m not sure 
if that affected the fraternity directly, but we 
were enjoying it nonetheless.

3. With whom have you stayed in contact?  
I have kept in touch with brothers Edward 
“Bobo” Davis ’57, Chandler “Harry” 
Stevens ’56, Gene Wallace ’56, Bob Cary 
’55, Wayne Saterbak ’55. Ed Davis and 
I, together with one of our Tech professors, 
co-authored a widely used text entitled, 
“Project Management with CPM, PERT, and 
Precedence Diagramming.” 
 I attended the 50th class reunion in 2005 
and it was good to see the ATO brothers and 
classmates. I enjoyed it greatly. Harry Stevens 
is planning another reunion for October 
27-28, 2006–this one is for anyone that 
graduated in the 1950s. You can e-mail Harry 
for more information at CHStevens@smig.net 
if you are interested in attending.

4. Tell us about your career. 
After graduating in 1960 from Georgia 
Tech with a master’s degree in industrial 
engineering, I began consulting. In 1974, 
I began serving as executive director and 
chief fundraiser for a nonprofit conservation 
organization. I later returned to Tech as 
associate vice president for communications 
and development, then in 1992 I joined the 
staff of Louisiana State University. 

 When I retired from LSU in February 
2005, I was President and CEO of the LSU 
Foundation. I then began a post-retirement 
consulting practice on my own, which 
keeps me busy part-time and maintains my 
affiliations with colleagues in the fundraising 
field. I also serve on several nonprofit boards. 
 When not doing those things, I read and 
worry a lot about the current global conflicts 
and the decline of America’s standing in the 
world. I am hopeful, though, that the next 
generation of ATOs and other bright young 
folks will find ways to correct the course and 
chart a positive future for our grandkids.

Calling All Brothers From the Class of ‘56
50th Reunion Planned for Homecoming Weekend

Who are these hunks?  ATO brothers flex 
their muscles in 1955. 

Neila and Cecil Phillips ’55 compete 
in the South Central Regional 

Dancesport Championships in Baton 
Rouge, June 2005. This husband and 

wife team have been taking dance 
lessons and competing for 20 years.

Cecil Phillips ’55, ATO Chapter President During Beginning of Desegregation in 
America, Recalls This Important Topic Was in Forefront of Many Fraternity Discussions 

Rich Career in Consulting and Fundraising Influenced by Life Lessons Learned in ATO

Visit www.atogatech.org for: 
• A full Q&A profile on Cecil Phillips

• Then & Now – Comparison of ATO  
  and Georgia Tech life between 1955  
  and today

EXCLUSIVE
On the Web 

Are you a graduate of the 1950s? 
If so, please e-mail Harry Stevens ’56  
(CHStevens@smig.net) if you are 
interested in attending the multi-year 
reunion on October 27-28, 2006.
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Whit Knoll ’70 has just established 
a permanent leadership development 
endowment with the ATO Foundation 
for the benefit of Beta Iota.  Whit, 
executive vice president and principal 
with the Trammell Crow Company, 
wanted to “give something back to ATO.”  
He has done so in a big way with a 
significant gift that will fund recognition 
awards, Leadershape, regional leadership 
conferences, speakers, materials, etc.

We appreciate Whit’s gift immensely.  
Please join me in thanking him for his 
generosity and interest.  Stay tuned for 
news about Whit’s new program.  We can’t 
wait to see what it does!

 

If you would like to do something like this 
for ATO, call 770-403-8417.

Most 
of you 
know 
that 
Gene 

passed away this spring–I lost a good friend, 
the world lost a kind, gentle, and giving man; 
ATO lost one of its finest.  It is my privilege 
to have known him and to have been asked 
to say a few words about him.  Here’s a few 
things I will always remember: 

• He lived and breathed ATO: he wore his 
badge, you’d better wear yours!

• His generosity, farsightedness, and 
leadership saved and reinvigorated ATO at 
Tech.  If it hadn’t been for him, I don’t know 
what we would’ve done.  

• He loved Tech; He loved his family.  

• He was the kindest, most giving, most 
gentle man I ever met.  

• He had a great smile and a positive 
attitude about everything.  He told great 
stories: about his experiences as a young 
man–The LA Congress trip/the summer on 
the tramp steamer/life during the depression.  

• When he made a gift and you thanked 
him, he would always say "I'm just glad to 
have been in a position where I could help.”  

• He never complained about anything–he 
never asked anything for himself.  

• On his Christmas cards he would add:   
“I am very glad to have you for a friend.”

 

I will miss him, but I know he’s up there now 
wanting all of us to keep the ATO spirit alive 
and to tend to the needs of the brotherhood.  
Gene, we’ll keep working at it!

Saying Goodbye to a Great ATO
Remembering Gene Clary ’32

By John Robertson, BI ‘63

News Flash! 
New Endowment Created for the Chapter

By John Robertson ’63

Are you receiving  
our monthly e-Letter?

Make sure that you are receiving the monthly alumni e-letter 
update. If you aren’t getting this e-mail update, please log onto 
our website at www.atogatech.org.  You’ll receive the latest 
Beta Iota news — including chapter updates, notification of the 
latest additions to the Website and details of upcoming events 
– right in your inbox!

Laugh So Hard Your Guts Hurt
Hit the road, Neil 

Visit www.atogatech.org 
to read this story and others 
submitted by Beta Iota 
brothers!

Why was  

Neil Anderson 
’72 

ejected f
rom a car?

ATΩ

Where Have  
You Been?

We need your news!  Have you 
recently gotten married?  Had  
a baby?  Become a grandfather?   
If so, your Beta Iota brothers want 
to hear about it!

Log into the website at  
www.atogatech.org to submit 
your update, and read up on your 
old friends.
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The Beta Iota chapter’s summer and fall  
can be described with two words: busy  
and successful.
 This year, Alpha Tau Omega’s national 
congress was held in Austin, TX, and the 
Beta Iota chapter had a very strong showing.  
Walt Ehmer ’89, CEO of Waffle House, 
was featured as one of three VIP alumni 
panel members and provided insight to 
undergraduate chapters from all over the 
nation.  It was rather touching to hear the 
impact that ATO has had on his life.  
 The chapter’s recent accomplishments 
were acknowledged, and we received 
excellent awards in recruitment, campus 
involvement, leadership development, and 
community awareness.  In addition, the 
Beta Iota chapter received a True Merit 
Honorable Mention award for the first time 
in history.
 After graduating 16 brothers in the 

spring, this semester’s rush was a crucial 
aspect to the success of our chapter.  Our 
summer rush process was more aggressive 
than ever and definitely paid off.  At the 
end of fall rush, we put together a strong 
pledge class of 22 members.  We are 
extremely excited about the new members 
and see much potential in all of them.  
Several of the pledges have already showed 

much initiative and leadership in getting 
involved on campus.
 As always, we would love for you to stop 
by the chapter any time.  With Georgia 
Tech having seven home games this fall,  
I highly encourage you to come tailgate 
with us!  If you have any question, concerns,  
or comments, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at warendh@gmail.com or  
(404) 713-8317.

Hitting the Road, Hunks from the ’50s, and 
A True Merit Year for Beta Iota…All Inside!

ALPHA TAU OMEGA FRATERNITY
GEORGIA TECH
Alumni Relations Processing Center
P.O. Box 7007
Albert Lea, MN 56007-8007
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CHAPTER REPORT 

Beta Iota brothers stop for a photo op outside the house

Beta Iota Receives Its First ATO True Merit Honorable Mention, Among Other 
Awards at National Congress  

Chapter’s Recent Accomplishments Set the Stage for Successful Fall Rush of 22 New Members
By Charlie Warendh, Chapter President


